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9.2.0
General

Editor's Note:
Parameter mapping details are FFS for SGSN using S4, due to the differences between PDP Context procedures and EPS Bearer procedures.

This clause describes the procedures to enable a GPRS-attached MS to initiate the activation, modification, and deactivation functions for a PDP context in the MS, the SGSN, the S‑GW and the P‑GW or GGSN. In addition procedures to enable a P‑GW or GGSN to request the activation, modification and deactivation of a PDP context to a GPRS-attached subscriber are described.

NOTE 1:
If the MS is in PMM‑IDLE state, it needs to perform a service request procedure to enter the PMM‑CONNECTED state before initiating these procedures.

NOTE 2:
There are two procedures specified for GGSN initiated PDP Context Activation; the Network Requested PDP Context Activation Procedure and the Network Requested Secondary PDP Context Activation Procedure. P‑GWs support only the Network Requested Secondary PDP Context Activation Procedure. The network requested bearer control makes use of the Network Requested Secondary PDP Context Activation Procedure only.

Upon receiving an Activate PDP Context Request message or an Activate Secondary PDP Context Request message, the SGSN shall initiate procedures to set up PDP contexts. The first procedure includes subscription checking, APN selection, and host configuration, while the latter procedure excludes these functions and reuses PDP context parameters including the PDP address but except the QoS parameters. Once activated, all PDP contexts that share the same PDP address and APN shall be managed equally. At least one PDP context shall be activated for a PDP address before a Secondary PDP Context Activation procedure may be initiated. When the MS performs an RA update procedure to change from a release 99 to a release 97 or 98 system, only one active PDP context per PDP address and APN shall be preserved. This PDP context is selected taking the QoS profile and NSAPI value into account.

When the SGSN is using the S4‑interface to an S‑GW for a PDP Context, EPS Bearer procedures will be used.

During the PDP Context Activation Procedure the bearer control mode, applicable to all PDP Contexts within the activated PDP Address/APN pair, is negotiated. The Bearer Control Mode (BCM) is one of 'NW_only', 'MS_only', or 'MS/NW':

-
When 'MS_only' the MS shall request any additional PDP contexts for the PDP Address/APN pair through the Secondary PDP Context Activation Procedure. Session Management procedures described in 9.2 apply with the following restrictions:

-
The P‑GW or GGSN shall not initiate any Network Requested Secondary PDP Context Activation;

-
The P‑GW or GGSN shall not modify or delete the TFT.

-
When 'MS/NW' both the MS and the P‑GW or GGSN may request additional PDP contexts for the PDP Address/APN pair. The MS shall use the Secondary PDP Context Activation Procedure. The P‑GW or GGSN shall use the Network Requested Secondary PDP Context Activation Procedure. The MS shall, when modifying the QoS of a PDP context, include a TFT with at least packet filter identifiers to indicate which TFT is associated with the QoS change. Session Management procedures described in clause 9.2 apply with the following restrictions:

-
The MS shall not upgrade the QoS of a PDP context until a TFT has been sent by the MS for this PDP context;

-
If a PDP context is associated with a TFT containing packet filters set by the MS and GGSN, the MS is only allowed to modify the bitrate parameters in the QoS profile of that PDP Context;

-
The MS shall not initiate any Secondary PDP Context Activation without sending a TFT;

NOTE 4:
After a deactivation of the PDP context without TFT, the P‑GW or GGSN initiates the re-establishment of this PDP context using the Network Requested Secondary PDP Context Activation Procedure without sending a TFT to the MS.

-
The MS shall not add a TFT to a PDP context that was established without a TFT.

The MS indicates support of the network requested bearer control through the Network Request Support UE (NRSU) parameter, which is applicable to all PDP contexts within the same PDP address / APN pair. The SGSN indicates support of the network requested bearer control through the Network Request Support Network (NRSN) parameter.

If the NRSN is not included in the Update PDP Context Request message from the SGSN, or the SGSN does not indicate support of the network requested bearer control, the GGSN or P‑GW shall, following a SGSN-Initiated PDP Context Modification (triggered by SGSN change), perform a GGSN or P‑GW-Initiated PDP Context Modification to change the BCM to 'MS-Only' for all PDP-Address/APN-pairs for which the current BCM is 'MS/NW'.

Upon receiving a Deactivate PDP Context Request message, the SGSN shall initiate procedures to deactivate the PDP context. When the last PDP context associated with a PDP address is deactivated, N‑PDU transfer for this PDP address is disabled.

An MS does not have to receive the (De‑) Activate PDP Context Accept message before issuing another (De‑)Activate PDP Context Request. However, only one request can be outstanding for every TI.

By sending a RAB Release Request or Iu Release Request message to the SGSN, the RAN initiates the release of one or more RABs. The preservation function allows the active PDP contexts associated with the released RABs to be preserved in the CN, and the RABs can then be re-established at a later stage.

An SGSN using S4 does not support negotiation of QoS.

An S4-based SGSN shall for all active PDN Connections for a certain MS use either S4 or Gn/Gp. This is achieved by the SGSN rejecting a PDP Context activation violating this:

-
If an MS is sending an Activate PDP Context Request for an APN using Gn, the activation will be rejected by the SGSN if a PDP Context using S4 already exists for this MS;

-
If an MS is sending an Activate PDP Context Request for an APN using S4, the activation will be rejected by the SGSN if a PDP Context using Gn already exists for this MS.
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