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1. Overall Description:

SA2 would like to thank CT4 for the LS S2 S2-085116/ C4-081302 on “Direct Data Forwarding for Inter 3GPP RAT Handover”. SA2 has discussed the LS. 

During the discussion, concerns were raised on the benefits of adopting GTPv2 user plane within EPS.
In case of RNC, using a new GTPv2 on the user plane within EPS will require the current RNC to be upgraded to support this new GTPv2 on the user plane for the following use cases:

· When using Direct Tunnel solution in Rel-8, the RNC needs to be upgraded to support GTPv2 if S12 interface between S-GW and RNC assumes GTPv2;

· When supporting direct transfer between rel-8 UTRAN and eUTRAN, the RNC needs to be upgraded to support this new GTPv2 if eNodeB only supports GTPv2;
SA2 have looked at the attached C4-081087 and have been unable to detect the reasons for changing from GTPv1 to GTPv2 on the user plane on any interface. 
Note that SA2 has agreed that for inter-RAT HO, data re-ordering would not be needed so that end-marker can be avoided in the RNC.
2. Actions:

To CT WG4:

SA2 would like to kindly ask CT4 to consider using current GTPv1 on all user plane interfaces, or to provide justifications for using GTPv2 on the user plane. 
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