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1. Overall Description:

SA1 would like to thank CT1 for their LS S1-080507 (=C1-080576). In this LS CT1 was asking on the relationship of EPS services with GPRS. In particular it was asked if, from a services point of view, these services should be considered independent – having different subscriptions – or should be considered the same packet service, with potential access restrictions to one or the other access system. 

SA1 answers the related questions as follows:

Q1: 

Can SA1 confirm that there will be only one subscription for packet services, applying for both GPRS services and EPS services?

Answer:
Yes.

Q2: 
In the context of the question above CT1 asked how the following text in TS 22.011 v8.2.0 should be interpreted: "If a PLMN is selected but the UE cannot register for PS services on it because registration is rejected with the cause "GPRS services not allowed in this PLMN", the UE shall not re-attempt to register for UTRAN or GERAN PS on that network. The PLMN is added to the list "Forbidden PLMN's for GPRS services". The UE shall not re-attempt to register for UTRAN or GERAN PS on that network unless the same PLMN is selected again by the user.  The UE may attempt registration or re-registration on the same PLMN for E-UTRAN PS. The reception of the cause "GPRS services not allowed in this PLMN", does not affect the CS service.".


Comment:
Reconsidering the issue SA1 came to the conclusion that the 22.011 needs to be corrected. Please see attached CR.

Q2 continued:
From the above, reject cause GPRS services not allowed in this PLMN only applies to GERAN/UTRAN. However, during discussions it was commented that there could be a use case where, due to a missing roaming agreement for EPS services only, the UE should not be able to receive packet services in EPS when roaming, but should still be able to access CS services on that same PLMN. 
Possibly, if subscription to EPS services is independent of subscription to GPRS services (option 1 above), the UE could also in such case be able to access GPRS services, and consequently a list of “forbidden PLMNs for EPS services” would need to be maintained in the UE. 
Is the scenario above to be considered for EPS?

Answer:
The scenario is valid and should be considered. However, it is SA1's understanding that no special subscription for EPS is necessary. Cause “GPRS services not allowed in this PLMN” applies to GERAN/UTRAN and E-UTRAN. It was also identified by SA1 that even if PS services for a UE are permitted in the PLMN the network shall still be able to disallow access to E-UTRAN.

In this case the UE shall be allowed to register or re-register on the same PLMN for GPRS services via GERAN/UTRAN.

Q3:
In case the answer to the above question is yes, what should be the expected UE behaviour?
Answer:

See attached CR and answer to Q2.

Q4: 
Since the Evolved Packet Core will accommodate both 3GPP access and non-3GPP accesses, it was questioned whether the usage of a reject cause “EPS services not allowed” would impact services provided from the EPC via both E-UTRAN and non-3GPP accesses for the same PLMN.
Is there a need to differentiate between packet services received over E-UTRAN and over non-3GPP accesses?
Answer:
No.

2. Actions:

To CT1 group.

ACTION: 
SA1 kindly asks CT1 to base their further work on SA1's answers.
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