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8.1.4
Paging for GPRS Downlink Transfer (A/Gb mode)

An MS in STANDBY state is paged by the SGSN before a downlink transfer to that MS. The paging procedure shall move the MM state to READY to allow the SGSN to forward downlink data to the radio resource. Therefore, any uplink data from the MS that moves the MM context at the SGSN to READY state is a valid response to paging.

The SGSN supervises the paging procedure with a timer. If the SGSN receives no response from the MS to the Paging Request message, it shall repeat the paging. The repetition strategy is implementation dependent.

The MS shall accept pages also in READY state if no radio resource is assigned. This supports recovery from inconsistent MM states in the MS and the SGSN.

The GPRS Paging procedure in A/Gb mode is illustrated in Figure 56.
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Figure 56: GPRS Paging Procedure (A/Gb mode)

NOTE:
The procedure describes the flow when there is an established user plane between SGSN and GGSN with  Gn/Gp based SGSN, or between SGSN and S-GW with S4 based SGSN. In case of an S4 based SGSN, when the S-GW has no downlink user plane TEIDs, procedure steps (A) and (B) are defined in clause 8.1.4A.

1)
The SGSN receives a DL PDU for an MS in STANDBY state. Downlink signalling to a STANDBY state MS initiates paging as well.

2)
The SGSN sends a BSSGP Paging Request (IMSI, P‑TMSI, Area, Channel Needed, QoS, DRX Parameters) message to the BSS serving the MS. IMSI is needed by the BSS in order to calculate the MS paging group. P‑TMSI is the identifier by which the MS is paged. Area indicates the routeing area in which the MS is paged. Channel Needed indicates GPRS paging. QoS is the negotiated QoS for the PDP context that initiates the paging procedure, and indicates the priority of this Paging Request relative to other Paging Request messages buffered in the BSS. DRX Parameters indicates whether the MS uses discontinuous reception or not. If the MS uses discontinuous reception, DRX Parameters also indicate when the MS is in a non-sleep mode able to receive paging requests.

3)
The BSS pages the MS with one Paging Request (P‑TMSI, Channel Needed) message in each cell belonging to the addressed routeing area. This is described in TS 43.064 [11].

4)
Upon receipt of a GPRS Paging Request message, the MS shall respond with either any single valid LLC frame (e.g. a Receive Ready or Information frame) that implicitly is interpreted as a page response message by the SGSN. The MS shall not use the LLC NULL frame as a page response. When responding, the MS changes MM state to READY. The Packet Channel Request precedes the response and Packet Immediate Assignment procedures as described in TS 43.064 [11].

5)
Upon reception of the LLC frame, the BSS adds the Cell Global Identity including the RAC and LAC of the cell and sends the LLC frame to the SGSN. The SGSN shall then consider the LLC frame to be an implicit paging response message and stop the paging response timer.

8.1.4A
Paging response for GPRS Downlink Transfer with no established user plane






Figure 56a: Paging with no established user plane
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Figure 56b: Paging Response with no established user plane

NOTE:
Steps A, B and E are common for architecture variants with GTP based S5/S8 and PMIP-based S5/S8. For a PMIP-based S5/S8, procedure steps (C) are defined in TS 23.402 [90]. Steps C and D concern GTP based S5/S8.

A)
When the S-GW receives a downlink PDU and no downlink user plane exists for the UE at S4 or S12, the S-GW sends a Downlink Data Notification message to the SGSN. More details are shown in clause Network Initiated Service Request in clause 6.12.2A.

Steps between A and B are described in clause 8.1.4.

B)
Upon reception of the LLC frame in STANDBY state and if the user plane tunnel does not exist, the SGSN shall indicate the paging response from GERAN by sending an Update Bearer Request (SGSN user plane address, RAT Type, TEID) to the Serving GW. The S‑GW is now able to transmit downlink data towards the UE.

C)
If the RAT Type has changed compared to the last reported RAT Type, the S‑GW shall send the Update Bearer Request message (RAT Type) to the PDN GW.

D)
The PDN GW sends the Update Bearer Response to the S‑GW.

E)
The S‑GW sends an Update Bearer Response to the SGSN.
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