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Dear RAN3 colleagues,

SA2 would like to thank RAN3 for the LS on Handover Restriction List signalling (R3-081573).
SA2 has acknowledged that the provisioning of IE Handover Restriction List during X2-based handover has been aligned between TS 23.401 and TS 36.413.

SA2 also see that in a scenario when the S1-based handover includes a change of MME, the new MME may need to alter the Handover Restriction List based on subscription information. Since the HSS interaction is handled as part of the TAU procedure it's not always possible for the new MME to provide the target eNodeB with a correct IE Handover Restriction List as part of the message HANDOVER REQUEST and the DOWNLINK NAS TRANSPORT carrying the TAU Accept will in this case be used to provide the target eNodeB with an IE Handover Restriction List.

For the reason of alignment between the X2-based and S1-based handover procedures SA2 would like RAN3 to consider that the source eNodeB provides the IE Handover Restriction List as part of the transparent container by message HANDOVER REQUIRED, rather than as a standalone IE within the message, and that target eNodeB accepts an IE Handover Restriction List part of a transparent container received by message HANDOVER REQUEST. In this way the S1-based handover would be aligned with the X2-based handover in the sense that Handover Restriction List is provided by the source eNodeB to the target eNodeB, and that this may be updated after the execution of the handover from core network to the target eNodeB (as part of Downlink NAS transport for S1-based handover and as part of Path Switch Request Ack for X2-based handover). 
SA2 would also like RAN3 to consider efficient ways by which the number of restricted tracking areas stored in the eNodeB could be increased (compared to 256 currently defined by 36.413). An efficient way of storing more tracking areas in the eNodeB in the Handover Restriction List makes it possible to allow less frequent updates of the Handover Restriction List from the MME after handover, and makes it easier to prevent handovers to a restricted tracking area both in the case of X2 and S1 handover. This is also desired due to the fact that tracking areas in EUTRAN may be smaller than in GERAN/UTRAN, depending on configuration, due to the TA list feature. 
2. Actions:

To RAN3
ACTION: 
SA2 kindly requests RAN3 to take the above information in account.
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