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*** Beginning of change ***
A.x 
Overall Harmonization

A.x.1
General

This clause details the options for overall harmonization including architectural aspects.

A.x.1
Option a for Harmonization

A.x.1.1
Architectural Aspects 

In the Release 8 timeframe, it is proposed that TISPAN RACS and 3GPP PCC continue to use their own policy and access architectures.  P-CSCF interactions for policy control and related policy procedures towards underlying access layer would still be executed according to the processing rules defined for each environment.

This implies that during Release 8 timeframe:
·  A P-CSCF keeps on interacting with a SPDF in TISPAN environments and with a PCRF in 3GPP environments. 
In practice, this means that in the Rel-8 timeframe, the reference point between the P-CSCF and a TISPAN SPDF (e.g. Gq’+) will still be different from the reference point between the P-CSCF and a 3GPP PCRF (e.g. Rx+). Harmonization of specific functionalities including functional procedures, functional parameters and functional parameter values (as proposed in other sections of this Annex) may still be possible during Rel-8 timeframe in the two different reference points.  
· A P-CSCF continues to use Iq reference point for NAPT control in a 3GPP environment and Gq’/Ia reference points in a TISPAN environment.
A.x.1.2
Analysis of Option a

The comparison of the procedures at the protocol end-points and the policy and access architectures in the respective TISPAN and 3GPP environments leads to the conclusion that while a pure protocol alignment may be reasonably easy to implement, the integration of TISPAN’s SPDF functionality into 3GPP’s PCRF is not by any means a straight forward matter.
Furthermore, the alignment of the policy architectures and policy control procedures in TISPAN and in 3GPP requires an in-depth architectural analysis, taking into consideration alignment with 3GPP Evolved Packet Core architecture, and the evolution of the PCC architecture defined in 3GPP during Release 8. 
At this point in the development of Release 8, it is highly undesirable to modify the policy and access architecture (e.g. to enable additional reference points to the PCRF for NAPT control procedures towards a BGF). Beyond Release 8, further consideration may be given to investigating such a common architecture for TISPAN and 3GPP, depending on the interest from both communities.  This architectural analysis represents significant work (including requirements understanding) not feasible for Release 8 timeline.
*** End of Proposed Changes ***
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