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5.3.1.1
General

A UE shall perform the address allocation procedures for at least one IP address (either IPv4 or IPv6) after the default bearer activation if no IPv4 address is allocated during the default bearer activation.

One of the following ways shall be used to allocate IP addresses for the UE:

a)
The HPLMN allocates the IP address to the UE when the default bearer is activated (dynamic or static HPLMN address);

b)
The VPLMN allocates the IP address to the UE when the default bearer is activated (dynamic VPLMN address); or

c)
The PDN operator or administrator allocates an (dynamic or static) IP address to the UE when the default bearer is activated (External PDN Address Allocation).

The IP address allocated for the UE's default bearer shall also be used for the UE's dedicated bearers towards the same PDN. The IP address allocation for the multiple PDN GW case is handled with the same set of mechanisms as Attach.

One EPS bearer supports dual-stack IP addressing, meaning that it is able to transport both native IPv4 and native IPv6 packets. Single address bearer types (IPv4, IPv6) are not specified in the EPS bearer model.

Editor's note:
During handovers involving a Rel-8 SGSN, EPS bearers are mapped one-to-one to PDP contexts. The EPS Bearer Identity will have the equivalent value as the NSAPI. A Rel-8 UE, which supports dual-stack addressing, shall be able to transfer both IPv4 and IPv6 payload on one PDP context whilst in the UTRAN/GERAN. It is FFS how interactions with pre-Rel-8 2G/3G systems are handled.

It is the HPLMN operator that shall define in the subscription whether a dynamic HPLMN or VPLMN address may be used.


The UE may indicate to the network within the PDN Address Allocation information element how the UE wants to obtain the IPv4 address:

-
the UE may indicate that it prefers to obtain an IPv4 address as part of the default bearer activation procedure. In such a case, the UE relies on the EPS network to provide IPv4 address to the UE as part of the default bearer activation procedure.

-
the UE may indicate that it prefers to obtain the IPv4 address after the default bearer setup by executing IETF procedures. That is, the EPS network does not provide the IPv4 address for the UE as part of the default bearer activation procedures. The network may respond to the UE by leaving the relevant field empty or simply by setting it to 0.0.0.0. After the default bearer establishment procedure is completed, the UE uses the connectivity with the EPS and initiates the IPv4 address allocation on its own using DHCPv4. The UE sends DHCPv4 Discover message (see details in sub-clause 5.3.1.2.4).

NOTE:
For legacy terminals where the UE is not capable to send such an indication the EPS network selects the IPv4 address allocation method based on its policy.

Both EPS network elements and UE shall support the following mechanisms
a.
IPv4 address allocation via default bearer activation., if IPv4 is supported

b.
/64 IPv6 prefix allocation via IPv6 Stateless Address autoconfiguration according to RFC 4862 [18], if IPv6 is supported;
c.  When needed (or applicable), IPv4 and IPv6 parameter configuration at bearer setup within the Protocol Configurations Options
EPS may also support the following mechanisms:

a.
IPv4 address allocation and IPv4 parameter configuration after the attach procedure via DHCPv4 according to RFC 2131 [19] and RFC 4039 [25];

c. b.
IPv6 parameter configuration via Stateless DHCPv6 according to RFC 3736 [20].
d. shorter than /64 IPv6 prefix delegation via DHCPv6 according to RFC 3633 [21].
e. Allocation of static Ipv4 or IPv6 addresses based on subscription data in the HSS.

The following clauses describe how the above listed IP address allocation mechanisms work when GTP based S5/S8 is used. The way of working of the IP address allocation mechanisms for PMIP based S5/S8 can be found in TS 23.402 [2].The procedures can be used both for PLMN (VPLMN/HPLMN) or external PDN based IP address allocation. Note it is transparent to the UE whether the PLMN or the external PDN allocates the IP address.

In order to support DHCP based IP address configuration, the PDN GW shall act as the the DHCP server for HPLMN assigned dynamic and static and VPLMN assigned dynamic IP addressing. When DHCP is used for external PDN assigned addressing and parameter configuration, the PDN GW shall act as the DHCP server towards the UE and it shall act as the DHCP client towards the external DHCP server. The Serving GW does not have any DHCP functionality. It forwards all packets to and from the UE including DHCP packets as normal.

Editor's note:
It is FFS if additional security measures need to be taken in the case of DHCPv4 and DHCPv6.

IPv6 Stateless Address autoconfiguration [18] is the basic mechanism to allocate /64 IPv6 prefix to the UE. Alternatively shorter than /64 IPv6 prefix delegation via DHCPv6, RFC 3633 [21] may be provided, if it is supported by the PDN-GW. When DHCPv6 prefix delegation is not supported the UE should use stateless address autoconfiguration RFC 4862 [18].

During the attach procedure and default bearer establishment, the PDN GW sends the IPv6 prefix and Interface Identifier to the SGW, and then the S-GW forwards the IPv6 prefix and Interface Identifier to the MME or to the SGSN. The MME or the SGSN forwards the IPv6 Interface Identifier to the UE. Even if the UE receives the IPv6 prefix in the Attach Accept message, it shall ignore it.

Editor's note:
It is a stage 3 matter if the MME or the Rel-8 SGSN forwards the whole IPv6 address or only the Interface Identifier to the UE.

