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5.6.3.7
Core Network Node – Core Network Node
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Figure 13: Control Plane for interfaces between Core Network Nodes
Legend:

-
GPRS Tunnelling Protocol for the control plane (GTP‑C): This protocol tunnels signalling messages between SGSNs and GGSNs (Gn), between SGSNs and S-GWs (S4), between S-GWs and P-GWs (S5 or S8) and between SGSNs in the backbone network (S1x).
-
S1x interface carries the EPC bearer context corresponding to a UE-PDN bearer service established via S-GW/P-GW through S4.

-
S1x interface carries the PDP context corresponding to a UE-PDN bearer service established via the GGSN through Gn/Gp.

-
A UE cannot have simultaneously bearer services via S-GW/P-GW (S4) and GGSN (Gn/Gp).
-
User Datagram Protocol (UDP): This protocol transfers signalling messages between GSNs. UDP is defined in RFC 768 [39].
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