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4.7.5
Application of PCC in the Evolved Packet System

The Evolved Packet System applies the PCC framework as defined in TS 23.203 [6] for QoS policy and charging control. PCC functionality is present in the AF, PCEF and PCRF.

An EPS needs to support both PCEF and PCRF functionality to enable dynamic policy and charging control by means of installation of PCC rules based on user and service dimensions. However, an EPS may only support PCEF functionality in which case it shall support static policy and charging control.

NOTE:
The local configuration of PCEF static policy and charging control functionality is not subject to standardization. The PCEF static policy and control functionality is not based on subscription information.

The following applies to the use of dynamic policy and charging control in EPS:

-
The service level (per SDF) QoS parameters are conveyed in PCC rules (one PCC rule per SDF) over the S7 reference point. The service level QoS parameters consist of a QoS Class Identifier (QCI) Allocation and Retention Priority (ARP) and authorised Guaranteed and Maximum Bit Rate values for uplink and downlink. The QCI is a scalar that represents the QoS characteristics that the EPS is expected to provide for the SDF. ARP is an indicator of the priority of allocation and retention for the SDF. The service level ARP assigned by PCRF in a PCC rule may be different from the bearer level ARP stored in subscription data;

-
The set of standardized QCIs and their characteristics that the PCRF in an EPS can select from is provided in Annex B, table B-1. It is expected that the PCRF selects a QCI in such a way that the IP-CAN receiving it can support it;

-
It is not required that an IP-CAN supports all standardized QCIs;

-
In the case of IP address configuration subsequent to initial attachment, the PDN GW/PCEF shall notify the PCRF of the UE's IP address when it is assigned. If the PCRF response leads to an EPS bearer modification the PDN GW should initiate a bearer update procedure;

-
For local breakout, the visited network has the capability to reject the QoS authorized by the home network based on operator policies.

The following applies regardless of whether dynamic or static policy and charging control is used in EPS:

-
For E-UTRAN the value of the ARP of an EPS bearer is identical to the value of the ARP of the SDF(s) mapped to that EPS bearer;

-
For the same UE/PDN connection: SDFs associated with different QCIs or with the same service-level QCI but different ARP shall not be mapped to the same EPS bearer;

-
The bearer level QCI of an EPS bearer is identical to the value of the QCI of the SDF(s) mapped to that EPS bearer.

Editor's note:
It is FFS if, and if yes then how, a mapping from standardized QCIs to QoS parameter values of a non‑3GPP access technology should be standardized.

Editor's note:
It is FFS whether the PCRF may select a different QCI due to a handover to a different RAT type.

Editor's note:
The inclusion in TS 23.203 of ARP and the associated description of the information that the PCRF takes into account to take a policy decision on ARP is FFS.

In line with the QoS specifications  mechanism may be in place at eNB and/or at the core network to alleviate any potential traffic scheduling starvation.
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