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GERAN would like to thank RAN 2 for their LS in GP-080269 (R2-075478) on CSG related mobility. 

GERAN would like to inform RAN 2 that the review of the Text Proposal for the E-UTRA Stage 2 specification contained in the incoming LS is ongoing. However, after initial discussion in GERAN, some uncertainties about the interworking of CSG cells in inter-RAT system operation have been expressed. GERAN would therefore appreciate clarification from RAN 2 and SA 1 on the following aspects:

1) Segregation of identities between CSG cells and public E-UTRAN cells

At the moment it is unclear how a UE camping on a GERAN cell should determine that a cell is a CSG cell, i.e. whether a CSG cell can be distinguished in terms of center frequency and physical layer cell id from public E-UTRAN cells to avoid potential collisions between CSG cells and public E-UTRAN cells.

The following issues were raised in GERAN:

· Is the usage of a range of physical layer cell IDs for CSG cells foreseen ?

· Alternatively, is a defined frequency layer for CSG cells foreseen ?

· Do RAN 2 consider any assisted information on CSG cells to be sent either via broadcast channel signalling or via dedicated control channel signalling ?

2) Support of handover to CSG cells

Whilst cell reselection to CSG cells are foreseen in idle mode using UE autonomous cell detection and reselection mechanisms, the issue was raised about whether HO support from GERAN to a CSG cell is foreseen in connected mode. In this case procedures for cell monitoring and measurement reporting of CSG cells need to be designed. GERAN would like to better understand what the interworking requirements to CSG cells are.

GERAN would also like to remark that any solution that requires the terminal to read higher layer information in order to identify a CSG cell (e.g. the 1 bit identifier and/or the CSG identity) would, for terminals in GERAN connected mode, lead to disruption of the ongoing service; from a GERAN perspective, such reading should therefore be avoided or minimized. This should be taken into account when deciding on requirements and solutions for the inbound mobility towards a CSG cell.

2. Actions:

To SA 1 and RAN 2:

1) GERAN kindly asks SA 1 and RAN 2 to provide feedback on the items stated under 1) and 2), taking into account the observation made above.

2) GERAN understands that the CSG topic is still under discussion. Therefore GERAN kindly requests SA 1 and RAN 2 to keep GERAN updated regarding any developments that may have an impact on GERAN procedures.

3. Dates of Next GERAN Meetings:

TSG GERAN #38
Malaga, Spain
12-16 May 2008

TSG GERAN #39
Florence, Italy
18-29 August 2008
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