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1. Overall Description:

RAN3 would like to inform SA2 that after discussing the downlink forwarding scheme for S1 based handovers together with RAN2 they have agreed on using a selective forwarding process like the one used for the X2 based handovers. 

This alignment between X2 and S1 handovers for the forwarding allow the type of handover (X2 or S1) to be transparent to the UE  but necessitates that the PDCP status is also transferred from the source eNB to the target eNB during S1 handovers like it is done during X2 handovers.

Therefore RAN3 has agreed on two new messages over S1 to transfer this PDCP Status information:

· the eNB Status Transfer message from the source eNB to the source MME,

· the MME Status Transfer message from the target MME to the target eNB.

SA2 can find the full CR in the attached tdoc.

However, since the S1 handover typically relocates the MME, it is also necessary that the source MME forwards this information to the target MME. RAN3 has therefore done its CR so that all the concerned PDCP Status Information to be transferred is included in a “Status Transfer Transparent Container IE” (within the eNB Status Transfer message and the MME Status Transfer message) that the source MME simply needs to forward transparently to the target MME. This is believed the most future-proof solution.

2. Action To SA2: 
RAN3 would like to ask SA2 to take note of the conclusion reached on the choice of downlink selective forwarding scheme for the S1 based handovers and to complete the solution by transferring the necessary “Status Transfer Transparent Container IE” between the two MME nodes.
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