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1. Overall Description:

SA2 would like to thank CT4 for their LS on the “EPC Session Concept”. The issue has been discussed and the SA2 working group would like to give the following comments: 
· The term corresponding to the CT4 described “EPC Session” is being used frequently in TS 23.401 today and is referred to as “PDN Connection” or “IP-CAN session”. It is true that there has been no formal EPS specific definition, and SA2 has therefore decided to add such a definition. Please refer to the agreed CR# 0166 in [S2-082596]. 

· SA2 would also like to acknowledge the CT4 expertise in the GTP protocol design area and encourage the continued work on the GTPv2. This includes possible simplifications such as session oriented control signalling for EPS Bearers that would reduce the total amount signalling in the CN and simplify protocol implementation (e.g. state-machines). 
· An overall architecture goal of SA2 is and has always been to keep the total signalling in CN as low as possible in order to minimize response times and reduce capacity need in nodes. The session oriented signalling for EPS Bearers observed by CT4 is well aligned with this goal. 
· These concepts in the new GTP version shall not impact the Rel-8 NAS signalling as defined by CT1.   
· The SA2 WG has discussed the existence of ambiguities in TS 23.401 as the ones exemplified in the CT4 LS. An activity will be started in SA2 to try to make the TS 23.401 descriptions of all session management related signalling consistent.  
· SA2 encourage CT4 to keep SA2 informed on the continued GTPv2 protocol design work in order to be able to consider any possible further adjustments of the details in stage 2 procedure descriptions that might be affected.
2. Actions:

To SA2 group.

ACTION: 
SA2 kindly asks the CT4 group to consider the answers above in the continued GTPv2 protocol design. 
3. Date of Next SA2 Meetings:

SA2#65
12th – 16th May 2008
Prague, Czech Republic
SA2#66
23rd – 27th June 2008
Montreal, Canada

