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1. Overall Description:

RAN2 discussed points 1 and 5 from the RAN3 liaison statement and has the following comments.

1. For the RAN sharing scenario RAN3 followed the CT1’s recommendation to include the equivalent PLMN IDs list (including current serving PLMN). It is RAN3’s understanding that for RAN sharing scenarios all shared PLMN IDs are still broadcasted to offer the UE the possibility to select one of those indicated PLMN IDs. 

RAN2 comment: RAN2 confirms that the RAN3 understanding that for RAN sharing scenarios all shared PLMN IDs are broadcast in the cell to offer the UE the possibility to select one of those indicated PLMN IDs.

     5
In addition, RAN3 discussed the question, which Tracking Area an E-UTRA cell is actually member of. This question was raised during stage 3 work for area and access restriction indication on S1 and X2 interfaces for network sharing scenarios, which may foresee to broadcast a list of PLMN-Ids in an E-UTRA cell. RAN3 is of the opinion that

a)
any E-UTRA cell is associated with a single Tracking Area only and shall broadcast the respective TAI, which is composed of a single PLMN-Id (e.g. corresponding to the operator that provides the E-UTRA resources for network sharing), and a TAC, which consequently needs to be unique only within the PLMN of that operator. For network sharing case it seems to be desirable to get rid of coordination effort for TAC configuration among PLMNs. It needs to be further noted, that according to the TAI definition above the PLMN Ids broadcasted additionally in the respective cell are used for PLMN selection only.

b)
the eNB shall provide the TAI in the initiating message on S1 for attach/service request – as described in point 4 – according to association of an E-UTRA cell with a single Tracking Area, as described in bullet a) of point 5.

RAN2 comments: The RAN3 opinion is not aligned with the current RAN2 understanding. The current status in  RAN2 specification (36.304) is that in the case of RAN sharing the cell broadcasts a single TAC but the cell is considered to have multiple TAIs, one for each PLMN ID. Each TAI is constructed from a PLMN ID plus the single TAC. The UE considers a cell suitable if the cell is part of at least one TA, belonging to the RPLMN or equivalent PLMNs, that is not in the list of forbidden TAs. This is aligned to the approach used for UTRAN sharing.

2. Actions:

No actions 
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