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4.4.3.2
Serving GW

The Serving GW is the gateway which terminates the interface towards E-UTRAN.

For each UE associated with the EPS, at a given point of time, there is a single Serving GW.

The functions of the Serving GW, for both the GTP-based and the PMIP-based S5/S8, include:

-
the local Mobility Anchor point for inter-eNodeB handover;
-
assist the eNodeB reordering function during inter-eNodeB handover by sending one or more “end marker” packets to the source eNodeB immediately after switching the path. 
-
Mobility anchoring for inter-3GPP mobility (terminating S4 and relaying the traffic between 2G/3G system and PDN GW);
-
ECM-IDLE mode downlink packet buffering and initiation of network triggered service request procedure;
-
Lawful Interception;
-
Packet routeing and forwarding;

-
Transport level packet marking in the uplink and the downlink, e.g. setting the DiffServ Code Point, based on the QCI of the associated EPS bearer;
-
Accounting on user and QCI granularity for inter-operator charging;

-
UL and DL charging per UE, PDN, and QCI
(e.g. for roaming with home routed traffic).

Additional Serving GW functions for the PMIP-based S5/S8 are captured in TS 23.402 [2].
***** NEXT CHANGE *****
5.5.1.1.2
Inter eNodeB handover without MME relocation and without Serving GW relocation
This procedure is used to hand over a UE from a source eNodeB to a target eNodeB when the MME is unchanged and decides that the Serving GW is also unchanged. The presence of IP connectivity between the Serving GW and the source eNodeB, as well as between the Serving GW and the target eNodeB is assumed.
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Figure 5.5.1.1.2-1: Inter eNodeB handover without MME and without Serving GW relocation

1.
The target eNodeB sends a Path Switch Request message to MME to inform that the UE has changed cell, including the Cell Global Identity of the target cell. The MME determines that the Serving GW can continue to serve the UE
2.
The MME sends a User Plane Update Request message to the Serving GW.
3.
The Serving GW starts sending downlink packets to the target eNodeB using the newly received address and TEIDs. A User Plane Update Response message is sent back to the MME.

4.
In order to assist the reordering function in the target eNB, the Serving GW shall send one or more “end marker” packets on the old path immediately after switching the path for each SAE bearer of the UE as defined in TS 36.300 section 10.1.2.2.
5.
The MME confirms the Path Switch Request message with the Path Switch Request Ack message.

6.
By sending Release Resource the target eNodeB informs success of the handover to source eNodeB and triggers the release of resources. This step is specified in TS 36.300 [5].
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