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1. Overall Description:

At 3GPP TSG-SA there has been some debate on the relationship between codec selection and common IMS.  After some discussion, 3GPP TSG-SA has reached the following conclusions (applicable to all codecs):

1. Codecs are NOT part of Common IMS.  In particular this means that 3GPP is not responsible for listing, limiting, or selecting the set of codecs that may be used with a particular IMS application.  For each IMS application, codec selection is more appropriately done by SDOs more familiar with the commercial, technical, and regulatory considerations associated with a particular access environment.  3GPP is of course responsible for deciding the set of codecs appropriate for 3GPP accesses.

2. In the case of new IMS applications, it may in some cases be possible to recommend a default codec to simplify interworking.  The decision that a default codec is needed shall be determined on a case by case basis.  3GPP SA1 has the responsibility for determining when a default codec is appropriate.  This determination must be based on the service requirements (e.g., legacy interworking, terminal complexity, access restrictions, etc.) of all industry segments and not just 3GPP accesses.  If it is determined that a default codec recommendation is appropriate, 3GPP SA4 shall be tasked with making the selection complying with 3GPP SA1 service requirements.

3. SA1 shall ensure that service requirements are in place such that IMS applications can interwork even when no common end to end codec can be negotiated.
2. Actions:

To 3GPP SA1

Develop service requirements to drive the codec definition process as required for 3GPP accesses.  

If a default codec is being considered for an IMS application, solicit input from all involved organizations to ensure that any decision reached takes into account the inputs from all stakeholders.  Produce service level requirements for codecs.

Ensure that service requirements are in place such that IMS applications can interwork even when no common end to end codec can be negotiated 

To 3GPP SA4

Select codecs based upon SA1 service requirements and more detailed codec requirements to be developed in SA4.  
To other SDOs
It is of course desirable to minimize the total number of supported codecs and also to have codecs in common with other accesses.  3GPP SA1 and SA4 are happy to provide guidance if required.  However, ultimately it is up to each SDO to evaluate the tradeoffs and select the set of codecs that are most appropriate for a given IMS application under the environment that the SDO represents.
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