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1 Introduction

Policy and Charging Control (PCC) allowed full harmonisation and merging of QoS and Charging attributes in Release 7. This discussion paper proposes to extend the PCC work item in order to accommodate additional requirements needed in Release 8. A key decision point which needs to be made is where the SAE enhancements to PCC are captured. By capturing them in a Rel 8 version of 23.203 this will allow a smooth evolution from PCC Release 7 as well as potentially making these enhancements available for other access technologies. 

2. Discussion
To date no PCC Release 8 work item has been created due to the primary area for development being SAE related. Now that the SAE solution is stabilizing in respect to QoS and Charging architecture, 3GPP faces a decision point of either capturing enhancements to PCC in the core SAE specifications of 23.401 and 23.402, or capturing these enhancements in the original PCC specification 23.203.  The danger of capturing enhancements in 23.401/23.402 is there is a risk of divergence with the evolution of PCC for other access technologies. Therefore this approach is not recommended. Either way SA2 needs to discuss this and come to a clear decision on the matter.

Irrespective of the direction of this decision on where to capture the SAE enhancements to PCC, a new work item on PCC Release 8 is required to address deferred features from Release 7 PCC such as PCRF roaming and fixes to known issues such as SGSN handover when there is misalignment between the modes of QoS management (UE, NW or Mixed) supported by the SGSNs.  
3. Proposal
It is recommended to extend the specification of PCC, TS 23.203 into Release 8 in order to accommodate all additional PCC related enhancements, including SAE.  The main features that need to be addressed in Release 8 are:

· SAE enhancements for PCC

· Functionality enhancements to allow interworking with external accesses

· Address features not handled in Release 7 (eg. Roaming, handover issues)
As a starting point an outline for a PCC Release 8 WID has been drafted in S2-074419. 
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