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*** FIRST MODIFICATION ***
5
Architecture model and reference points

5.1

Reference architecture

The PCC functionality is comprised by the functions of the Policy and Charging Enforcement Function, the Policy and Charging Rules Function, the Application Function, the PCRF Selection Function (PSF), the Online Charging System, the Offline Charging System and the Subscription Profile Repository. The PCC architecture extends the architecture of an IP-CAN, where the Policy and Charging Enforcement Function is a functional entity in the Gateway node implementing the IP access to the PDN (i.e. for GPRS, the GGSN, and for WLAN, the PDG).
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Figure 5.1: Overall PCC logical architecture
5.2
Reference points

5.2.1

Rx reference point

The Rx reference point resides between the AF and the PCRF.

This reference point enables transport of application level session information from AF to PCRF. Such information includes, but is not limited to:

-
IP filter information to identify the service data flow for policy control and/or differentiated charging;

-
Media/application bandwidth requirements for QoS control.

The Rx reference point enables the AF subscription to notifications on signalling path status of AF session in the IP-CAN.

5.2.2

Gx reference point

The Gx reference point resides between the PCEF and the PCRF.

The Gx reference point enables a PCRF to have dynamic control over the PCC behaviour at a PCEF.

The Gx reference point enables the signalling of PCC decision, which governs the PCC behaviour, and it supports the following functions:

-
Initialisation and maintenance of connection (IP-CAN session);

-
Request for PCC decision from PCEF to PCRF;

-
Provision of PCC decision from PCRF to PCEF;

-
Negotiation of IP-CAN bearer establishment mode (UE-only, UE/NW or NW-only);

-
Termination of connection (IP-CAN session).

A PCC decision consists of one or more PCC rule(s) and IP-CAN attributes. The information contained in a PCC rule is defined in clause 6.3.

5.2.3

Sp reference point

The Sp reference point lies between the SPR and the PCRF.

The Sp reference point allows the PCRF to request subscription information related to the IP-CAN transport level policies from the SPR based on a subscriber ID, a PDN identifier and possible further IP-CAN session attributes, see Annex A and Annex D. For example, the subscriber ID can be IMSI. The reference point allows the SPR to notify the PCRF when the subscription information has been changed if the PCRF has requested such notifications. The SPR shall stop sending the updated subscription information when a cancellation notification request has been received from the PCRF.
NOTE:
The details associated with the Sp reference point are not specified in this Release.

Editor's note:
Authorization of service usage based on subscription information may also be undertaken on the application level. Precedence and resolution of possible conflicts between transport level and application level service authorization is FFS.

5.2.4

Gy reference point

The Gy reference point resides between the OCS and the PCEF.

The Gy reference point allows online credit control for service data flow based charging. The functionalities required across the Gy reference point use existing functionalities and mechanisms, based on RFC 4006 [4].

5.2.5
Gz reference point

The Gz reference point resides between the PCEF and the OFCS.

The Gz reference point enables transport of service data flow based offline charging information.

The Gz interface is specified in TS 32.240 [3].
5.2.5
Xx reference point

The Xx reference point resides between the AF and the PSF.
The Xx reference point enables the AF to retrieve the address of the PCRF serving the UE.
5.2.5
Xy reference point

The Xy reference point resides between the PCEF and the PSF.
The Xy reference point enables the PCEF to retrieve the address of the PCRF serving the UE.

*** NEXT MODIFICATION ***
6.2.2.1
General

The PCEF encompasses service data flow detection, policy enforcement and flow based charging functionalities.

This functional entity is located at the Gateway (e.g. GGSN in the GPRS case, and PDG in the WLAN case). It provides service data flow detection, user plane traffic handling, triggering control plane session management (where the IP-CAN permits), QoS handling, and service data flow measurement as well as online and offline charging interactions.

A PCEF shall ensure that an IP packet, which is discarded at the PCEF as a result from policy enforcement or flow based charging, is neither reported for offline charging nor cause credit consumption for online charging.

NOTE:
For certain cases e.g. suspected fraud an operator shall be able to block the service data flow but still be able to account for any packets associated with any blocked service data flow.

The PCEF is enforcing the Policy Control as indicated by the PCRF in two different ways:

-
Gate enforcement. The PCEF shall allow a service data flow, which is subject to policy control, to pass through the PCEF if and only if the corresponding gate is open;

-
QoS enforcement:

-
QoS class identifier correspondence with IP‑CAN specific QoS attributes. The PCEF shall be able to convert a QoS class identifier value to IP‑CAN specific QoS attribute values and determine the QoS class identifier value from a set of IP‑CAN specific QoS attribute values.

-
PCC rule QoS enforcement. The PCEF shall enforce the authorized QoS of a service data flow according to the active PCC rule (e.g. to enforce uplink DSCP marking).

-
IP-CAN bearer QoS enforcement. The PCEF controls the QoS that is provided to a combined set of service data flows. The policy enforcement function ensures that the resources which can be used by an authorized set of service data flows are within the "authorized resources" specified via the Gx interface by "authorized QoS". The authorized QoS provides an upper bound on the resources that can be reserved (GBR) or allocated (MBR) for the IP-CAN bearer. The authorized QoS information is mapped by the PCEF to IP-CAN specific QoS attributes.

The PCEF is enforcing the charging control in the following way:

-
For a service data flow (defined by an active PCC rule) that is subject to charging control, the PCEF shall allow the service data flow to pass through the PCEF if and only if there is a corresponding active PCC rule with and, for online charging, the OCS has authorized credit for the charging key. The PCEF may let a service data flow pass through the PCEF during the course of the credit re-authorization procedure.

For a service data flow (defined by an active PCC rule) that is subject to both Policy Control and Charging Control, the PCEF shall allow the service data flow to pass through the PCEF if and only if the right conditions from both policy control and charging control happen. I.e. the corresponding gate is open and in case of online charging the OCS has authorized credit for its charging key. 

For a service data flow (defined by an active PCC rule) that is subject to policy control only and not charging control, the PCEF shall allow the service data flow to pass through the PCEF if and only if the conditions for policy control are met.

A PCEF may be served by one or more PCRF nodes. The PCEF shall contact the appropriate PCRF based on the packet data network (PDN) connected to, together with, a UE identity information (if available, and which may be IP-CAN specific). Alternatively, the PCEF may query the PSF in order to obtain the appropriate PCRF for the UE. It shall be possible to ensure that the same PCRF is contacted for a specific UE irrespective of the IP-CAN used.
The PCEF shall, on request from the PCRF, modify a PCC rule, using the equivalent PCEF behaviour as the removal of the old and the installation of the new (modified) PCC rule. The PCEF shall modify a PCC rule as an atomic operation. The PCEF shall not modify a predefined PCC rule on request from the PCRF.

The PCEF should support predefined PCC rules.

For online charging, the PCEF shall manage credit as defined in clause 6.1.3.

The operator may apply different PCC rules depending on different PLMN. The PCEF shall be able to provide identifier of serving network to the PCRF, which may be used by the PCRF in order to select the PCC rule to be applied.

The operator may configure whether Policy and Charging Control is to be applied based on different access point.

The PCEF shall gather and report IP-CAN bearer usage information according to clause 6.1.2. The PCEF may have a pre-configured Default charging method. Upon the initial interaction with the PCRF, the PCEF shall provide pre-configured Default charging method if available.

At IP-CAN session establishment the PCEF shall initiate the IP-CAN Session Establishment procedure, as defined in clause 7.2. If no PCC rule was activated for the IP-CAN session the PCEF shall reject the IP-CAN session establishment.

If there is no PCC rule active for a successfully established IP-CAN session at any later point in time, e.g., through a PCRF initiated IP-CAN session modification, the PCEF shall initiate an IP-CAN session termination procedure, as defined in clause 7.3.2.

If there is no PCC rule active for a successfully established IP-CAN bearer at any later point in time, e.g., through a PCRF initiated IP-CAN session modification, the PCEF shall initiate an IP-CAN bearer termination procedure, as defined in clause 7.4.1.

If the IP-CAN session is modified, e.g. by changing the characteristics for an IP-CAN bearer, the PCEF shall first use the event trigger to determine whether to request the PCC rules for the modified IP-CAN session from the PCRF; afterwards, the PCEF shall use the re-authorisation triggers, if available, in order to determine whether to require re-authorisation for the PCC rules that were either unaffected or modified. If the PCEF receives an unsolicited update of the PCC rules from the PCRF (IP-CAN session modification, clause 7.4.2), the PCC rules shall be installed, modified or removed as indicated by the PCRF.

If network initiated procedures for IP-CAN bearer establishment apply this also includes provisioning the UE with uplink traffic mapping information. See Annex A and Annex D for details.

If another IP-CAN session is established by the same user, this is treated independently from the existing IP-CAN session.

To support the different IP‑CAN bearer establishment modes (UE-only, UE/NW or NW-only) the PCEF shall:

-
forward the network capabilities and UE preferred bearer establishment mode to the PCRF; 

-
apply the IP‑CAN bearer establishment mode for the IP‑CAN session set by the PCRF.

During an IP‑CAN session modification, the PCEF shall provide information (belonging to the IP‑CAN bearer established or modified) to the PCRF as follows:

-
in UE-only bearer establishment mode, the PCEF shall send the full QoS and traffic mapping information;

-
in UE/NW bearer establishment mode, the PCEF shall:

-
at UE-initiated bearer establishment, send the full QoS and traffic mapping information;

-
at UE-initiated bearer modification, send information on the requested change to QoS bitrates and changes to the traffic mapping information;

-
at NW-initiated bearer establishment or modification, the PCEF shall not send any QoS or traffic mapping information.
*** NEXT MODIFICATION ***
6.2.3
Application Function (AF)

The Application Function (AF) is an element offering applications that require dynamic policy and/or charging control over the IP-CAN user plane behaviour. The AF shall communicate with the PCRF to transfer dynamic session information, required for PCRF decisions as well as to receive IP-CAN specific information and notifications about IP-CAN bearer level events. One example of an AF is the P-CSCF of the IM CN subsystem.

The AF may receive an indication that the service information is not accepted by the PCRF together with service information that the PCRF would accept. In that case, the AF rejects the service establishment towards the UE. If possible the AF forwards the service information to the UE that the PCRF would accept.

An AF may communicate with multiple PCRFs. The AF shall contact the appropriate PCRF based on either:

-
the end user IP Address; and/or

-
a UE identity that the AF is aware of.

NOTE:
By using the end user IP address, an AF is not required to acquire any UE identity in order to provide information, for a specific user, to the PCRF.
Alternatively, the AF may query the PSF to obtain the appropriate PCRF for the UE.
For certain events related to policy control, the AF shall be able to give instructions to the PCRF to act on its own, i.e. based on the service information currently available as described in clause 6.1.5.

The AF may request the PCRF to report on the signalling path status for the AF session. The AF shall cancel the request when the AF ceases handling the user.
*** NEXT MODIFICATION ***
6.2.7
PCRF Selection Function (PSF)
The PSF logical entity contains information about the appropriate PCRF for each subscriber. The PSF stores the mapping between the UE identity at the AF level (e.g. Public User identity, private user identity) and the UE identity at the PCEF level (e.g. IMSI, MSISDN), and the appropriate PCRF address for the UE. As an option, several PCRF addresses may also be stored in the PSF, e.g. one for each access type. The PCRF address for the UE may be a static data configured by the operator, or a dynamic data valid for the lifetime of the IP-CAN session of the UE. Typically, the PCRF address would be stored in the PSF when the UE establishes an IP-CAN session and the GW/PCEF selects a PCRF for this IP-CAN session. Afterwards, when the AF needs to contact the PCRF, it would query the PSF and gets the PCRF address selected by the GW. The PCRF address would be deleted at the PSF when the IP-CAN session is released for the UE.
The PSF may be combined with or distributed across other databases in the operator's network, but those functional elements and their requirements for the PSF are out of scope of this document.
*** END OF MODIFICATION ***
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