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Abstract of the contribution: This contribution proposes to add an optional IM AS to an architectural diagram for SMS and IM messaging interworking.

Introduction:
IM AS is basically called upon to handle an Instant Message (see also Annex B). The advantage of using IM AS is that it supports additional value functionalities:

· The ability to send IM to a group of contacts. This MAY include SMS Users and/or IM Users (see also Annex A). The IM AS supports the groups of contacts with pre-define members’ addresses. 

· The IM AS allows identifying the IM User availability in the IMS network (such as: presence availability, application willingness etc.).

· The IM AS allows supporting the deferred message functionalities with capabilities like Message expiration period etc.
Conclusion: Based on the above mentioned advantages adding of the optional IM AS to the MESSIW architecture is proposed (see the figure below).
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