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Introduction
The IMS-SWG Chairman’s Report for SA2#58 in Orlando highlighted the following issue with the VCC for IMS Emergency work item.
“There have been only 4 contributions to the VCC for Emergency study item so far this year and the current Rapporteur is no longer able to continue in this position. We should discuss at the next meeting whether to continue or suspend work on this study item.”
Possible ways forward could be:

1. Suspend the work item in Release 8 and move the work item into Release 9.

This would seem to not be a likely way forward given that there are a number of companies interested in the continuation of the work item.

2. Suspend the work item in Release 8 and study it in Release 8 as part of IMS Centralized Services.

This would not be a recommended option due to other more pressing issues in IMS Centralized Services. The danger is that the work could be moved into “Phase 2” of the work on ICS in Release 9.

3. Continue the work item in Release 8 in line with the current objectives of the WID.
The current WID states the following for the work item objectives:
· To determine the feasibility of the development of capabilities that will allow the domain transfer of emergency calls in both the CS to IMS and IMS to CS directions.  Consideration will be given to methods that may require modification of standards, as well as methods that may be employed by configuration changes. A minimal objective is the support of VCC for emergency calls originated in the home PS domain. However, the study item should also consider the feasibility of supporting the following:

· Emergency calls originated in the CS domain

· Roaming scenarios

· UEs that cannot be authenticated (e.g. UICC-less or with no roaming agreement)
As is stated, a minimal objective is to support VCC of emergency calls that originated in the PS domain. It would be therefore prudent for companies to first tackle this part of the WID first before moving onto feasibility studies for the other parts of the WID.

4. Continue the work item in Release 8 but reduce the scope of the WID to be just the minimal objectives.

Although this is a possible way forward, it may not be in the best interests of the solution space to limit the problem scope especially if it becomes harder to adapt specific solutions to cater for the other objectives if they are studied in a later release.
Proposal

Nortel proposes option 3 – the continuation of the work item in line with the current work item objectives.
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