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1. Overall Description:

SA2 thanks RAN3 for the LS (R3-071186) on IP fragmentation
In R3-071186 RAN3 communicates the following agreements to SA2:

1. Nodes that are connected on the S1 and X2 interfaces shall be able to support fragmentation.

2. RAN3 has identified several methods on how the problem of IP fragmentation can be reduced. RAN3 has however concluded that the specific use of such methods are implementation dependant.

3. RAN3 has agreed that protocols means shall be specified to enable the SAE/LTE network to signal a value to the UE, to be used as MTU by the UE IP stack.

· RAN3 did only agree on the principles, as the exact requirement need to consider the interaction of the UE RNL and IP stack implementation.

· RAN3 did not conclude on if this value should be signalled by means of NAS or RRC signalling.

· RAN3s understanding is that this solution applies only for UL, and would like to inform other groups that solutions for DL is FFS 
SA2 has taken the list items 1-3 above into account, and agrees to the conclusions drawn by RAN3. Regarding the open issues listed under list item 3, SA2 has the following comments:
· Regarding exact requirements on IP fragmentation, the issues arising from for example laptop scenarios where the user equipment that implements the IP stack is different from the UE terminating the RNL stack are expected to be solved in implementations, and are deemed to be mainly out of scope for 3GPP standardization.

· Regarding signalling means for communication the MTU to the UE, as the MTU size is a network-wide issue with a scope beyond E-UTRAN, it is preferable that NAS signalling is specified as the means to provide the MTU value to the UE.

· Regarding IP fragmentation in the downlink, support in the PDN GW for IP fragmentation of the downlink end-user IP traffic is needed, and will together with fragmentation avoidance techniques ensure that the downlink IP traffic that enters the PLMN on SGi conforms to the MTU restrictions in the network.

SA2 would like to ask RAN3 to kindly consider the following actions.

2. Actions:

To RAN3.

ACTION: 
SA2 kindly asks RAN3 group to take the comments from SA2 on the open issues listed above into account.
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