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SA2 would like to thank CT3 for their LS C3-070569 on PCC Default values for metering method and reporting level.
The PCC deployment requires the operator to specify the applicable parameters for the proper operation. PCC offers such a wide range of options that an operator should carefully plan the deployment to limit the complexity in operation. The planning may include defining default values.
From SA2 perspective, the default values should provide basic functionality and predictable behaviour. Therefore SA2 recommends that
1. the default metering method is volume and
2. the default reporting method is charging key level.
The volume metering method is the straightforward, easy to understand, measurement method for PS services. SA2 would also like to point out that time (duration) may be measured in different ways, depending on the kind of service. Thus, time measurement is no suitable default measurement method.

The charging key level reporting is specified with the purpose to enable effective differentiated volume based charging based on the tariff for one or more services. For specific needs the service identifier level reporting may be suitable, but due to the possible performance issues associated with service identifier level reporting, such reporting shall not be specified to be the default reporting method.

Should CT3 find it suitable as an optimization of the protocol, Gx may include the option to provide default metering method and reporting level for an IP-CAN session at IP-CAN session establishment.

Should CT3 include the option for the PCRF provisioning default values over Gx, these values shall be treated in the same manner at the PCEF for both dynamically provisioned and predefined PCC rules.

Action to CT3: SA2 kindly asks CT3 to take the above comments into account at the development of Gx.

Date of Next Meetings:

SA2#59
27-31 August, 2007

Helsinki, Finland
SA2#60
8-12 October, 2007 

Japan
