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1. Overall Description:

CT3 has discussed proposed procedures to handle a situation where a change of the bearer control mode (BCM) occurs while a PDP session is active because of an inter-SGSN handover: Assume a NW-only or NW-UE BCM has been negotiated at PDP context setup and the PDP session is then relocated to a pre-Rel-7 SGSN, that does not support these Rel-7 features.  According to GPRS procedures, this will result in a fallback to UE-only BCM mode for the ongoing PDP session.

We have detected that this will have further impacts in PCC procedures that are not detailed in TS 23.203. 

CT3 has been discussing the two following solutions

A.
Apply the similar procedures as for NW-UE BCM: The PCEF maintains QoS control for PCC rules it has previously bound to a PDP context (E.g. by subtracting bandwidth from requested bandwidth reported to PCRF and adding bandwidth to the authorised bandwidth received from the PCEF). For new services, the PCRF binds PCC rules to PDP contexts.

B.
Re-starting the Gx session setting the BCM to UE-only. The PCRF will terminate the Gx session. This would also lead to a termination of the PDP session. The UE may then set up a new PDP session and the PCEF will then set up a new Gx session. Ongoing services may be interrupted.

CT3 would like to ask SA2 for guidance on the following related questions:

1. Is a solution for this issue required in Rel-7?

2. If so, which PCC procedures are appropriate to handle changes of the bearer control mode due to an Inter-SGSN handover?
2. Actions:

To SA2 group.

ACTION: 
CT3 kindly asks SA2 to answer the questions above.
3. Date of Next CT3 Meetings:
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20th - 24th August 2007
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