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1. Overall Description:

SA5 has agreed to have a trace mechanism for SAE/LTE. Reference the agreed contribution S5-070282.
Due to that the identifiers for the subscriber and the UE will not be provided to the LTE, the Trace function will be initiated in the SAE system and the trace request will be propagated via traffic signalling (like the Signalling Based Activation in Subscriber and Equipment Trace for existing UMTS).

As many problems within the system occur at call set up, it is vital to start the trace functionality as early as possible. Therefore SA5 has agreed that it would be better to piggy back the trace request between the traffic nodes on a traffic message, e.g. the "call set up" message. That means that no separate Trace invocation message is needed.

As many problems occur at handover, the trace propagation should be done for all interfaces that are involved in handover, as all traffic interfaces should be able to be traced. Note that IMS will be covered by Service Level Trace which is currently being specified in SA5, and not the evolved Subscriber and Equipment Trace for the access network and the traditional core network.

2. Actions:

To RAN3 and CT groups.

ACTION: 
SA5 asks RAN3 and CT groups to regard this request to piggy back the trace invocation information in traffic messages as early as possible, when designing the messages needed for SAE/LTE.
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