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1. Overall Description:

3GPP has developed the Voice Call Continuity (VCC) between CS and IMS specification (TS 23.206) in the Release 7 timeframe. The VCC procedures require that an handset engaged in a IMS call could handover to the CS domain by:

1)
setting-up a new CS call towards the VCC Application, and 

2)
switching the voice flow off of the IMS call, onto the CS call.

Up to now there is no specific requirement on the call set-up at step 1), however we believe that problems could raise when it is performed in a congested radio environment.

As a matter of fact the call set-up used by the UE to request a VCC handover doesn’t have priority over a call set-up performed to establish a “regular” new CS call; furthermore it may have lower priority as compared to “regular” GSM/UMTS handovers. In a congested GSM/UMTS radio environment the call set-up used by the UE to request Domain Transfer could not be accepted so that, in such an environment, VCC handover could fail.
2. Actions:

To RAN WG2 group:

SA WG2 kindly asks RAN WG2 to take the actions required to make the radio access network aware when a call set-up is performed by the UE to request a VCC Domain Transfer, in order to allow the Radio Resource Management to handle the new call with suitable priority to decrease the VCC handover failure rate.
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