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SA2 would like to thank RAN2 for sending S2-071080 / R2-070370 related to the definition of the “eNB delay budget” as a Label Characteristic.

In the meantime SA2 has agreed on a more detailed definition of Label Characteristics (see attachment). In particular, the term ‘eNB delay budget’ has been renamed to ‘L2 Packet Delay Budget (L2 PDB)’. It has been the goal to clarify in the updated definitions the issues that have been raised by RAN2 in S2-071080 / R2-070370.
SA2 agrees that the definition of the L2 PDB is based on the assumptions 1-4 formulated by RAN2 in S2-071080 / R2-070370.
The L2 PDB is independent of any packet discard mechanism (e.g., RLC-based or a queue management function based on PDCP SDUs).
With respect to BLER (maximum or residual) SA2 would like to comment that a BLER itself is a less meaningful metric “above” PDCP (e.g., at the IP layer and on higher protocol layers). SA2 considers packet loss rates and packet drop rates to be more appropriate metrics when discussing the end-to-end performance of IP-based applications/services. Note that in the case of E-UTRAN the term packet refers to a PDCP SDU. In this context, SA2 would like to highlight the importance of distinguishing between congestion related packet drops (e.g., caused by a queue management function) and non congestion related packet losses (e.g., caused by RLC/HARQ). This is reflected in the revised definition of Label Characteristics (see attachment).
For a certain Label Characteristic the value of the L2 PDB is the same in uplink and downlink.

2. Actions:

To RAN2 group

ACTION: 
SA2 kindly requests RAN2 to consider the answers above.
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