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1. Overall Description:

SA2 would like to thank RAN3 for their LS on HO with CN change (S2-071563-R3-070704).

RAN3 proposed that the trigger to start inter-eNodeB HO via S1 instead of via X2 is caused by one of the following reasons:

a) No X2-interface exists between source-eNodeB and target-eNodeB for the handover.
b) The source-eNodeB has been configured to initiate handover to the particular target eNodeB via S1, i.e. by contacting the MME.
Note: Such configuration would typically be based on the fact that no S1-connectivity exists between the target-eNodeB and the serving-MME/SAE-GW of the source-eNodeB, i.e. source- and target-eNodeB belonging to different pool areas
c) The source eNodeB has attempted to start the inter-eNodeB HO via X2 but receives a negative reply from the target side (with a failure cause “No S1 connectivity to serving MME / SAE-GW”) as the target eNodeB is not able to contact the same MME / SAE-GW the source eNodeB connects to. The source eNodeB may then initiate subsequent inter-eNodeB handover attempts towards this target eNodeB directly via S1
Note: Subsequent handover attempts could also mean for other UEs than the one where the negative reply from target side was received for
SA2 considered this RAN3 proposal and came to the same conclusion during SA2 discussions: SA2 would like these 3 ways to be specified.

SA2 is in the process of defining the HO procedure with CN change with handover initiation via S1. The flows have not been finalised yet.
2. Actions: 
ACTION: SA2 kindly requests RAN3 to complete the description of the 3 above ways to initiate a S1 based HO with CN node change and in particular the definition of the failure case described in c)
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