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Title: Update statement regarding IEEE 802.11u

Purpose: To update and inform 3GPP SA2 about current activities within IEEE 802.11u
Dear Magnus,


Following our earlier liaison statements to you, we thought it would be opportune to bring you up to date with recent developments within IEEE 802.11u (Interworking with External Networks).  Primarily this concerns the creation of an initial baseline document within this group.


Although it is unfortunately not possible to share this document with you at the moment, due to IEEE 802.11 procedures, we strongly feel that we should organize a joint meeting of some form (teleconference, or face to face) to discuss in more detail the work of this group.


Some IEEE 802.11 members have expressed some concerns about potential overlaps in standardization activities between IEEE 802.11u and 3GPP SA2 as highlighted within the IEEE 802.11u baseline document and 3GPP 23.234 (730).  Specifically this relates to the process of WLAN authorization to 3G networks, through the use of various network identifiers.


To assist you further, IEEE 802.11u intends to produce some specific comments regarding 23.234 (730) which we hope to be able to send you at the start of 2007.

We look forward to additional discussions, and invite you to send feedback and possibly attend future IEEE 802.11 face-to-face meetings to discuss this document, if so desired.  The next two IEEE 802.11 meetings are during the weeks of January 14th – 19th , 2007 (London, UK) and March 11th – 16th , 2007 (Orlando, Florida, USA).

For your reference, ANSI/IEEE Std. 802.11(-1999, as amended by IEEE Std. 802.11a, IEEE Std. 802.11b, IEEE Std. 802.11b-COR1, IEEE Std. 802.11d, IEEE Std. 802.11g-2003, IEEE Std. 802.11h-2003, IEEE Std. 802.11i-2004, IEEE Std. 802.11j-2004 is the current version of the IEEE 802.11 Standard.

Please contact Stuart J. Kerry, IEEE 802.11 Working Group chair, together with Stephen McCann, IEEE 802.11u Task Group chair with any questions.

Best Regards,

Stuart J. Kerry
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