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	When the Application Server receives an incoming request from the S-CSCF, the AS has no idea whether the incoming request belongs to the originating network or the terminating network. This kind of information is very useful when the AS is involved on the call path in both networks, e.g. TAS and VCC AS.

With this change, the AS can provide the service properly and efficiently.
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	The S-CSCF provides AS with the information whether an incoming request is coming from the originating network or from the terminating network.
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	The AS can’t handle the incoming request properly or the IMS network provides this kind of information to the AS in non-standardized way.
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4.2.4
IP multimedia Subsystem Service Control Interface (ISC)

The ISC interface is between the Serving CSCF and the service platform(s).

An Application Server (AS) offering value added IM services resides either in the user's home network or in a third party location. The third party could be a network or simply a stand-alone AS.

The Serving‑CSCF to AS interface is used to provide services residing in an AS. Two cases were identified:

-
Serving‑CSCF to an AS in Home Network.

-
Serving‑CSCF to an AS in External Network (e.g., Third Party or Visited)

The SIP Application Server may host and execute services. The SIP Application Server can influence and impact the SIP session on behalf of the services and it uses the ISC interface to communicate with the S‑CSCF.

The ISC interface shall be able support subscription to event notifications between the Application Server and S‑CSCF to allow the Application Server to be notified of the implicit registered Public User Identities, registration state and UE capabilities and characteristics in terms of SIP User Agent capabilities and characteristics.
The S‑CSCF shall decide whether an Application Server is required to receive information related to an incoming initial SIP request to ensure appropriate service handling. The decision at the S‑CSCF is based on (filter) information received from the HSS. This filter information is stored and conveyed on a per Application Server basis for each user. The name(s)/address(es) information of the Application Server (s) are received from the HSS.

For an incoming SIP request, the S‑CSCF shall perform any filtering for ISC interaction before performing other routing procedures towards the terminating user, e.g. forking, caller preferences etc.
The S-CSCF should provide the Application Server with the information whether an incoming request is coming from the originating network or from the terminating network.
The S‑CSCF does not handle service interaction issues.

Once the IM SSF, OSA SCS or SIP Application Server has been informed of a SIP session request by the S‑CSCF, the IM SSF, OSA SCS or SIP Application Server shall ensure that the S‑CSCF is made aware of any resulting activity by sending messages to the S‑CSCF.

From the perspective of the S‑CSCF, The "SIP Application server", "OSA service capability server" and "IM-SSF" shall exhibit the same interface behaviour.

When the name/address of more than one Application Server is transferred from the HSS, the S‑CSCF shall contact the Application Servers in the order supplied by the HSS. The response from the first Application Server shall be used as the input to the second Application Server. Note that these multiple Application Servers may be any combination of the SIP Application server, OSA service capability server, or IM-SSF types.

The S‑CSCF does not provide authentication and security functionality for secure direct third party access to the IM subsystem. The OSA framework provides a standardized way for third party secure access to the IM subsystem.
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