Page 1

3GPP TSG SA WG2 Architecture — S2#53
S2-062325
26 - 30 June 2006

Lisbon, Portgal
Source:
NTT DoCoMo
Title:
Functional allocation of MME/UPE with operator’s requirements
Document for:
Discussion 
Agenda Item:
7.5.1.4
Work Item / Release:
SAE / Rel-7

1.  Introduction
This contribution shows an operator’s point of view for the MME/UPE functional splitting/combining.
2.  Discussion
We think that the main benefits for operators to define an open interface between UPE and MME would be as follows,

- to allow multi-vendor procurement.
- to allow UPE and MME to be installed independently in the network for scalability.
For multi-vendor procurement, although it is generally important aspect for operators, we think that it does not necessarily have to be considered between UPE and MME because we’ve already had several open interfaces in the network to allow multi-vendor circumstance. 
For scalability, even if the interface between MME and UPE will not be standardized, we think that vendors will try to implement C-plane function and U-plane function separately to provide operators with flexible deployment of their products because scalability is one of the important operator’s requirements. 
3.  Conclusion 

 We describe that defining open interface between UPE and MME is not necessary from an operator point of view.
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