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Abstract of document:

During the course of Release 6 standards development some new features have been introduced to provide advanced core network capabilities for packet-based services:

-
Enhanced policy control allows the operator to perform service based QoS policy control for their session-based PS applications;

-
Flow-based charging allows more granularity for end-user charging, accounting and online credit control.

While some level of convergence between these functions has already been achieved in Release 6, a full harmonization of these functions is studied within the present document:

1)
Complete harmonization and merger of the policy control and flow based charging architecture and procedures;

2)
Possible architectures and solutions for adding end-user subscription differentiation and general policy control aspects to the policy- and charging control;

3)
Alternative solutions for binding bearers to services (provided today by the authorization token). This includes studying solutions for the network to control bearer usage by service flows.

Changes since last presentation to TSG-SA Meeting:

This is the first time the document gets presented to TSG-SA.

Outstanding Issues:

· Completion of description of functional entities;
· Finetuning the PCC flows;

· PCC functionality in case of visited GWs

Contentious Issues:

It is not yet decided if the binding of service data flows to IP-CAN bearers is to be moved to the PCEF (with the exception of GPRS), or shall the binding functionality remain the PCRF. This issue has substantial impacts to the functional entities and PCC flows.
