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Introduction
During last SA2 meeting, a new section 7.15 has been added in the TR with the goal to study ways to relocate MME/UPE in Active mode.

The current description indicates a relocation of both “MME/UPE”.

This contribution discusses the goal of this relocation and suggests to clarify that this relocation focuses on the UPE relocation, with no need to relocate the MME. This does not prevent some MME relocation to be studied (for example for load re-balancing reasons) but this is independent of this UPE relocation study.
Discussion on UPE handover in Active mode
The goal of this handover procedure has been to reduce bearer path length between the E-UTRAN and the IP Access when the UE changes of E-UTRAN. 

Location of MME has no impact on reduction of bearer path length:
· MME has no User plane function
· MME is selected by the E-UTRAN based on load sharing algorithm (S1-Flex), without considering IP access location. 
MME is then out of the criteria to determine bearer path length reduction and in consequence should be out of the scope of this handover study.
This does not prevent a MME relocation to be studied as part of a S1-Flex load re-distribution mechanism or when a UE changes of Pool Area, but this is independent of the study on bearer path length reduction. 
This also does not prevent MME to be relocated during a bearer path length reduction in an architecture where MME and UPE are co-located: if the decision on the architecture is that MME and UPE are co-located, relocating UPE will automatically change MME. If the decision on the architecture is that UPE and MME are separated, MME will not change during UPE handover.

It is proposed to clarify in the TR the goal and scope of the UPE handover procedure in Active mode as following:

7.15
Key Issue: Intra LTE-Access-System inter UPE handover in the active mode

7.15.1
Description of Key Issue
UPE location impacts the bearer path length and there may be interest to change UPE to reduce bearer path length between E-UTRAN and IP access. 
This key issue is about whether it is advantageous to perform an inter-UPE handover in case of an intra-LTE handover, and studies different solutions that can solve this problem.

Note that this key issue partially overlaps with key issue Intra LTE-Access-System handover. It is intended to merge the two key issues once the key issue Intra LTE-Access-System handover is described in this TR. 

Note: MME may be impacted by change of UPE depending on the key issue of UP/CP separation: this UPE handover issue will then be either an inter-MME/UPE handover or an inter-UPE handover with no change of MME.  MME change at UPE relocation is only the consequence of an architecture choice in which MME and UPE are co-located.
Conclusion
Nortel suggest SA2 to agree on update of the TR according to the two proposals above.
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