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1 Abstract of the contribution

This contribution proposes some changes to the SAE timeplan with regards to Macrodiversity and RAN-CN split. 

2 Discussion

2.1 Macrodiversity

The removal of inter-NodeB macrodiversity has been decided at RAN#30 plenary meeting and endorsed at RAN#30 plenary meeting. 

RAN#30 report says:
“8.18.3.2
Vote on LTE Architecture elements
As a conclusion it is agreed that inter-NodeB macro-diversity is not included as a working assumption. Intra-NodeB macro-diversity is considered an implementation issue and so not to be covered in 3GPP.”

And SA#30 report says:

"- Macro diversity: It was also agreed that it was not necessary to introduce this mechanism for the time being."

It is clear that only Macrodiversity between cells belonging to the same nodeB, not between nodeBs. Therefore, this is not seen by the network above nodeB. 

In addition, inter-nodeB macrodiversity consists in sending/combining radio frames to/from different nodeBs, i.e. frames that can only be understood by RAN nodes (LTE). Not by CN nodes (SAE). As an example, in the UMTS architecture, the Core Network is absolutely not aware of whether there is macrodiversity in the UTRAN. 

The SAE timeplan should be aligned with the RAN-SA decision. 

3 Proposal

The following bullets a), j) and k) are modified as follows:

a)
(RAN) Decision on uplink MDC within the SAE architecture: Key decisions achieved. no MDC, no impact on SAE architecture.
j)
(RAN) Decide on overall RAN architecture concept (cf 'centralised' vs 'distributed RNC') (already started, end 17/02/06) (probably dependent upon (e), (g) )
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