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Abstract of the contribution: Proposed to add optional RAN context transfer to figure 7.8-2
Discussion

Architecture A of Section 7.8.2 describes a “tight-coupling” between SAE and UTRAN/GERAN. One additional step that may be needed to be performed in order to maintain lossless delivery of packets is context transfer, for example PDCP sequence number for UMTS. The transfer of context is equivalent to transfer of SRNC context in GPRS for the SRNC relocation procedure. Since protocols for SAE are still being decided, it is not possible to determine all the contexts that need to be transferred. The context transferred could involve PDCP context and header-compression context. This context will need to be transferred as close to actual handoff. Context transfer is not needed if the handoff is not meant to be lossless. Hence, the context transfer is shown to be optional.  
Proposal
*** START CHANGE ***

7.8.2.2
Alternative solution A
7.8.2.2.1
Description

This alternative solution assumes a grouping of functions as shown in the figure below, i.e. the functions are grouped:

· MME and UPE are combined into one functional entity, and

· Inter AS anchor is one functional entity. 

Mobility Management Entity (MME): manages and stores UE context (for idle state: UE/user identities, UE mobility state, user security parameters). It generates temporary identities and allocates them to UEs. It manages handover.

User Plane Entity (UPE): terminates for idle state UEs the downlink data path and triggers/initiates paging when downlink data arrive for the UE. It manages and stores UE contexts, e.g. parameters of the IP bearer service or network internal routing information. It relays user data between radio access system and the intersystem mobility anchor.

The SAE/LTE 3GPP Access System has an MME (FFS whether in RAN or CN). The corresponding 2G/3G MME is the SGSN. Furthermore, the SAE/LTE 3GPP access system has a UPE. The corresponding 2G/3G UPE is the SGSN or SGSN/GGSN.

The decision for initiating a handover is made by radio system entities of the source 3GPP access system.

Handover between 3GPP access systems is performed as a backward handover, i.e. the radio resources are prepared in the target 3GPP access system before the UE is commanded by the source 3GPP access system to change to the target 3GPP access system.

The handover preparation is carried out over a reference point between target and source 3GPP access system, i.e. between 2G/3G and SAE/LTE 3GPP access systems

It is FFS whether this reference point is also used to forward user data during handover or whether other mechanisms are used to avoid data loss due to handover, e.g. bi-casting by the intersystem mobility anchor.

During the handover phase or after the handover phase the user plane routing and any potential tunnelling between serving 3GPP access system and inter system mobility anchor is updated to the target 3GPP access system. The UE registers with the target 3GPP access system and the target 3GPP access system (MME) registers with the HSS.


[image: image1.emf] 

2G/3G   MME  

HSS  

2G/3G   RAN  

SAE   MME  

intersystem   mobility   anchor  

2G/3G   UPE  

SAE   UPE  

LTE   RAN  

handover   prepar ation  

registration   update  

route update  

UE  

UE  

IP bearer   service    

access   system   change  

IP bearer   service    


Figure 7.8-1: Handover between 3GPP access systems for alternative solution A
In the information flow below MME and UPE are shown together for simplicity reasons. This does not preclude a separation for SAE/LTE. The separation into two entities requires an interface between both for example for paging, then registration between each other and doubles context transfer.
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Figure 7.8-2: Information flow for handover from 2G/3G to SAE/LTE

1)
The IP bearer service is established between UE and Inter AS Anchor via 2G/3G access system and 2G/3G MME/UPE

2)
The serving 2G/3G access system decides to initiate a handover to Evolved RAN.

3)
The serving 2G/3G access system indicates Handover Required and the handover target to its 2G/3G MME/UPE.

3a)
The 2G/3G MME/UPE selects a SAE MME/UPE serving the Evolved RAN nodes the UE is going to use

4)
The 2G/3G MME/UPE sends a Handover Preparation Request to the target Evolved RAN via the selected SAE MME/UPE.

5)
The target Evolved RAN establishes bearer resources, including radio resources, for the UE.

6)
The Evolved RAN confirms the Handover Preparation to the 2G/3G MME/UPE via the selected SAE MME/UPE.

7)
The 2G/3G MME/UPE commands the UE to change to the target Evolved RAN.

8)
Data loss may be minimised, e.g. by bi-casting or data forwarding.
9)
Optional: Contexts, for eg PDCP, header-compression context, are transferred for lossless delivery of packets.
9)
The Radio Bearer is established between UE and target Evolved RAN.

10)
The Evolved RAN informs the 2G/3G MME/UPE about handover completion.

11)
The 2G/3G MME/UPE acknowledges the handover completion towards the SAE MME/UPE.

12)
The SAE MME/UPE updates the route from the Inter AS Anchor to itself. Mobile terminated packets arrive at the new MME/UPE.

13)
The IP bearer service is established between UE and Inter AS Anchor via Evolved RAN and SAE MME/UPE.

14)
The UE may need to perform a registration with the new serving SAE MME/UPE. This triggers the SAE MME to register with the HSS.

*** END CHANGE ***
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