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1
Introduction
Chapter 4.14 and Annex I of TS 23.228 v7.2.0 describe the functions and concepts related to the IBCF. One of these functions is THIG, which is used to hide the topology of the own network against other networks. Up to Rel-6 the THIG function was part of the I-CSCF(THIG). The I-CSCF(THIG) was never invoked in the visited network where the UE is roaming as can be seen in chapter 5.6.1 (MO, roaming case) of the Rel-6 version of TS 23.228 v6.12.0. 
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When moving the THIG functionality in Rel-7 into the IBCF, network scenarios became possible where the P-CSCF and IBCF are both located in the visited network (IMS roaming scenario). As a consequence, the THIG may be now invoked in visited networks as well. However, THIG in roaming networks was never required nor supported in stage 1, stage 2 and stage 3 up to Rel-6 and may cause problems in the home network when SIP headers are encrypted.
2 Proposal

In the a change request against TS 23.228 v7.2.0 a recommendation is added to chapter 4.14 and Annex I.3.2 that the THIG functionality of the IBCF should not be invoked when the P-CSCF and IBCF are both in the visited network. It is proposed that SA2 discusses this functionality introduced in Rel-7 and decide whether it is seen as necessary and useful.





















































































3GPP

SA WG2 TD


