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1. Overall Description:

CT3 discussed a CR that proposed that the charging rule name uniquely identifies a charging rule provided by the CRF for an entire PDP session, rather than a PDP context.

CT3 would like to seek a clarification for the corresponding requirements and procedures.

The following statements can be found in TS 23.125.

· Clause 5.2 states:  “The charging rule identifiers allocated by the CRF shall be unique within a TPF/CRF dialogue”.  

· However, Clause 5.1 states that there is a requirement that the provisioning and control of charging rules is on a PDP context basis.

· According to Clause 6.3.1.3, an activation of charging rules by identifier is limited to predefined charging rules.

· Clause 7.2.3 states: "Charging Rules may need to be removed for the terminated bearer service. However, there is no needs for the CRF to remove charging rules explicitly". 
It seems that the current procedures do not allow that a CRF reuses a charging rule installed in one PDP context in another PDP context, even if the charging rule name would be unique for the entire PDP session. To enable a reuse of charging rules between PDP contexts, the following procedures may be required or useful:

· Procedure for installing a charging rule in a PDP context, which has previously been provided by the CRF in some other PDP context.

· Procedure for removing a CRF-provided charging rule in one PDP context while maintaining it in other PDP contexts.

· Procedure for removing a CRF-provided charging rule from all PDP contexts, allowing the TPF to free the related memory. (Note that PDP sessions may last for days, in particular if IMS is used, while AF sessions may be much shorter.)

· Procedure for modifying a CRF-provided charging rule in one PDP context while maintaining it unmodified in other PDP contexts.

· Procedure for modifying a CRF-provided charging rule in all PDP contexts.

These procedures seem not to be described in TS 23.125 and are currently not implemented in stage 3 TS 29.210.

CT3 has the following specific questions: 

1. Shall the charging rule name of CRF-provided charging rules be unique per PDP session, or is it sufficient if the charging rule name is unique per PDP context?

2. Is it allowed to “reuse” a charging rule that the CRF installed in one PDP context within another PDP context of the same PDP session, e.g. by activating it by charging rule name?

3. Are any of the above procedures required?

2. Actions:

To SA2 group.

ACTION: 
CT3 kindly asks SA2 to answer the above questions.
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