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Discussion
The Federal Communication Commission (FCC) earlier this year indicated that it intends to mandate the support of enhanced 911 (E911) for certain VoIP service providers. More specifically it said the following in its press release:

· Interconnected VoIP providers must deliver all 911 calls to the customer’s local emergency operator.  This must be a standard, rather than optional, feature of the service.

· Interconnected VoIP providers must provide emergency operators with the call back number and location information of their customers (i.e., E911) where the emergency operator is capable of receiving it.  Although the customer must provide the location information, the VoIP provider must provide the customer a means of updating this information, whether he or she is at home or away from home.

· By the effective date, interconnected VoIP providers must inform their customers, both new and existing, of the E911 capabilities and limitations of their service.  

· The incumbent LECs are required to provide access to their E911 networks to any requesting telecommunications carrier.  They must continue to provide access to trunks, selective routers, and E911 databases to competing carriers.  The Commission will closely monitor this obligation.

It also requested compliance to these requirements within 120 days of order becoming effective.
While the initial requirements for location accuracy are not completely clear, for the cellular systems in the past, handset-based location technologies were required to provide the location of wireless 911 calls with an accuracy of 50 meters for 67 percent of calls and 150 meters for 95 percent of calls. Network based location technologies were required to provide the location of wireless 911 calls with an accuracy of 100 meters for 67 percent of calls and 300 meters for 95 percent of calls. 
3GPP is currently working on IMS emergency calls. Since IMS uses IP to carry voice, it is likely that an IMS provider would be required to support emergency calls. Beginning Release 6, IMS will be supported over IWLAN as well. Therefore to meet likely regulatory requirements, it is necessary that IMS emergency calls over the IWLAN are also supported. 
For IMS emergency calls, it is assumed that the UE is able to provide its location. It is unclear how the UE is able to get this information. During the last SA2 meeting, a new WID to study LCS services for WLAN was approved. The WID also included any work that may be needed by 3GPP to provide location for emergency calls. 
Recently, within IEEE 802.11 there have been discussions about what they may have to do to support emergency calls. The topic was discussed in IEEE 802.11u and IEEE 802.11v during their July 2005 meeting. Both of these groups are currently in the process of defining requirements for their work. It would therefore be beneficial to inform IEEE 802.11 groups of 3GPP requirements for location information for support of emergency calls over IMS over IWLAN in order to meet likely regulatory requirements. This is necessary to ensure that there are no possible gaps in the solution and an end to end solution will work.

Conclusion

It is proposed that 3GPP SA2 liaise with IEEE 802.11k, IEEE 802.11u and IEEE 802.11v groups to inform them

· That 3GPP uses IMS for making VoIP calls
· That IMS is currently supported over WLANs inter working with 3GPP systems.

· That 3GPP is currently working on IMS  Emergency calls
· That IMS emergency calls support assume that UE has “somehow” acquired its location
In addition 3GPP would request the IEEE 802.11 groups working on the topic take this information into consideration while formulating their requirements on this work and keep 3GPP informed about the status of the related work. 
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