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High Level Document Summary: 
This document contains a response to an LS from 3GPP SA2 on Interconnection Models for IMS networks in an End-to-End QoS context

To: 
3GPP SA2
Copy:
IREG, IREG Packet, IWG/QoSI

From: 
GSMA IP Interworking

Subject:
Reply LS to LS on Interconnection Models for IMS networks in an End-to-End QoS context

Date: 
08/06/2005 

The GSMA IP Interworking group thanks 3GPP SA2 for its Liaison Statement on Interconnection Models for IMS networks in an End-to-End QoS context.  3GPP SA2’s understanding that GSMA has identified End-to-end QoS as a priority issue is correct.  In particular, GSMA believe that IP backbone networks (i.e. GRXs) that provide predictable QoS are essential to provide many services using IMS.

The GSMA IP Interworking group is conducting a study with the aim of evolving GRXs to carry IMS traffic.  The GSMA IP Interworking group believe that evolved GRXs must provide predictable QoS.  It should be noted that GSMA’s current guidelines regarding QoS on the Inter-PLMN backbone can be found in IR.34. These guidelines take a pragmatic approach to QoS, relying simply on marking of User Plane IP packets (using DiffServ) to exchange OoS information (i.e. as per Release 99). The IP Interworking group believe that IMS deployments in the near term will rely on this approach, together with SLA’s, to deliver QoS on Inter PLMN networks. 

The GRX evolution proposal currently being studied by the IP Interworking group focuses on IMS NNI connection via backbone IP networks, specifically, the current work assumes no explicit QoS signalling on the Backbone IP Network (other than DSCP marking), it is the GSMA IP Interworking group’s understanding that this equates to Section 5.2.3 in TR 23.802. The IP Interworking group does not rule out more advanced mechanisms such as that described in Section 5.2.4, however, the GSMA IP Interworking group has limited its discussion to the scenario highlighted above, as it believes that this is the most realistic deployment scenario over the next number of years.

It should be noted that formal responsibility for Inter PLMN guidelines resides within IREG and specifically, responsibility for evolving GRX QoS guidelines resides within GSMA IREG PACKET. 





































































