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1.
Introduction

At last SA1, a new WID "Multimedia Telephony Capabilities for IMS with Wireless access" has been agreed. The objective is to define the capabilities and supplementary services to offer a real Multimedia Telephony service in IMS. From Orange perspective, there is a clear interaction between this new Work Item and the "Voice Call Continuity between CS and IMS" Work Item that has just started in SA2.
2.
Discussion
During last SA2 meeting, the scope of the TR was approved and it was mentioned clearly that services related to voice calls (emergency calls, supplementary services…) needed to be taken into account. Here is an extract from the scope section of TR 23.8bc: "The Feasibility Study considers different solutions for offering real-time voice call continuity when users move between the GSM/UMTS CS Domain and the IP Connectivity Access Network (e.g., WLAN interworking) with home IMS functionality.  Voice call related functionality, including the need for Regulatory issues (e.g. Text Tele phone (TTY as defined in TS 26.226)), Emergency Call and support for supplementary services are taken into consideration."
However, although it has always been considered that IMS could easily support a voice telephony type of services, it has never really been considered in details and recent work in other groups (e.g. emulation/simulation work in TISPAN) has shown that there might be some issues if one wanted to bring a complete set of voice services in IMS.

The newly approved Work Item "Multimedia Telephony Capabilities for IMS with Wireless access" in SA1 intends to look at the requirements to offer voice telephony services. The WI will specify what is a telephony service using IMS and how associated supplementary services can be specified. Additionally there have been discussions in the last SA2 meeting suggesting that SA2 should do some investigation in order for the IMS to be able to offer real telpehony services.

The SA2 WI on voice call continuity is looking at how to make a service continuity between a CS call and a voice call through IMS. This is clearly dependent on the type of telephony service (e.g. supplementary services) that can be offered in IMS. However, in terms of work plan and timescale, the WID on voice call continuity and the specification work by SA2 is supposed to be finished before stage 1 on telephony service over IMS is finished. This undoubtedly would lead to inconsistent specification since SA2 will have to make assumption regarding a service to be specified later. 

This problem of timing alignment is particularly critical regarding the support of supplementary services and emergency calls.

3.
Conclusions and recommendations

Since the Work on voice call continuity will be highly dependent upon the work done on Telephony service over IMS, we would recommend to postpone the targeted date of completion for the service continuity TR to SA#30 (Dec05) to allow the work on Telephony service over IMS in SA1 to be completed first, and as such making sure the requirements from SA1 will be taken into account.
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