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1
Introduction
In SA2 #44, tdocs S2-050246 and S2-05305 questioned the usefulness of the radio capability exchange as it is described today in TR23.899 and TS.23.279. Though both documents introduced valid arguments and there was not real dispute of such arguments, both were noted.

The result is that the inclusion of radio capability exchange for CSI has yet to be proven useful. Though there is not doubt that it would increase the success rate for CSI, it is not clear at all what such improvement would be compared to not having this functionality. In principle, this would be completely dependent on GERAN - DTM deployment plans, which is specific to each operator and practically impossible to evaluate in a standards forum. Including a piece of mandatory functionality (if it is not mandatory in the UE, then it is hardly useful at all) in the standard in order to cope with a temporary situation in specific GERAN-DTM deployment scenarios is not common practice and, at least, requires proper justification. 

2
Proposal

In general, as pointed out in S2-05305, it is questionable whether the proposed radio capability information to be exchange between terminals is good enough or it would be necessary to transfer other related information (such as classmark) to the peer. NEC believes that such discussion is in the area of expertise of RAN groups (GERAN-2 and RAN2 mainly) and would like to propose to consult with these groups on whether they see any use of transferring "radio capabilities", which capabilities and when they should be transferred.
NEC is willing to write a liaison to GERAN 2 and RAN2 explaining the issue and requesting their view.
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