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Introduction

At the last SA plenary meeting an LS from IEEE 802.21 was received (SP-040418) to build up liaisons to the appropriate 3GPP working groups. In the reply LS (SP-040474) 3GPP SA2 was nominated as one of the appropriate working group.

The purpose of this paper is to draw the attention that there is a relation between the 3GPP Rel-7 WLAN work and IEEE 802.21 work. 

Discussion

IEEE 802.21 is developing Media Independent Handover (MIH) services standards between 802.xx (including wired networks) and cellular networks. MIH facilitates and accelerates the session continuity at the IP layer and the service continuity at the application layer. During the work 802.21 considers handover aspects including functionality, such as quality of service, network discovery, information discovery (network selection), security, some link functions incl. power management. 

The attached slides provide more information about the work carried out in IEEE 802.21.

Conclusions

The IEEE 802.21 work is not a competing technology to the targeted 3GPP Rel-7 I-WLAN architecture, but it rather gives tools to implement it. The follow up of the IEEE 802.21 work could give 3GPP SA2 a deeper understanding of the available technology. In the mean time the companies that are members in both organizations could help to IEEE 802.21 to develop such solutions that are suitable to implement the 3GPP I-WLAN architecture.

