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1. Overall Description:

SA2 thanks SA5 for their liaison on re-authorisation triggers for FBC in 23.125. SA2’s understanding is that it should be possible for the Diameter Credit Control client to send the reauthorisation request prior to quota expiry. In particular, Diameter Credit Control recomends in Section 5.3 that “It is always up to the Diameter credit-control client to send a new request well in advance before the expiration of the previous request in order to avoiding interruption in the service element.” SA2 understands that ‘well in advance’ in this sentence means before the quota is fully consumed.
Furthermore, re-authorisation must always be sought when the validity time of a quota expires, at which time there will also be unconsumed units within the quota.

SA2 understands that when re-authorisation is sought, unused units are considered to be returned to the server and this is the reason why the client will not be in possession of units during the re-authorisation process.

In a 3GPP context, SA2 sees advantage in allowing the Online Charging System to control how far in advance such re-authorisation is sought by the client. As a result, SA2 does not see a need to modify the requirements in TS 23.125 on this issue.

Finally, SA2 notes that it is important to ensure that 3GPP specifications are clear with respect to client behaviour during re-authorisation in this case (i.e. that packets are still allowed to flow), since Diameter Credit Control itself may not be explicit.
2. Actions:

To SA5 group:
ACTION: 
SA2 kindly ask SA5 group to take the above considerations into account in their work on Flow Based Charging.
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