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Introduction

At the last meeting the discussion on general questions that have an impact on the enhancements for the end-to-end QoS (TR 23.802) started. This contribution tries to continue the work on these general questions to further clarify the requirements. 

Proposed Changes

It is proposed to add the following text to section “4.4 General issues of end-to-end QoS” of the TR 23.802.

Start of modified section

4.4
General issues of end-to-end QoS

Editor’s Note:
This section is for the investigation of the general issues of end-to-end QoS and the clarification of these issues. 

The following general issues need to be solved to identify the requirements for the development of solutions that enhance the end-to-end QoS architecture:

-
How are the end-to-end QoS requirements for a service generated and signaled?
-
How is the resource check on the end-to-end path combined with the general IMS session setup?
-
What is the impact of insufficient or unavailable external resources? 
-
In case of off-path signaling, how is the next domain identified? 
-
How are external resources negotiated and allocated?
Editor’s note:
Additional issues may be identified.

4.4.1
Signaling of QoS requirements

Editor’s Note:
This section is for the investigation of the generation and signaling of QoS requirements. 

In the general case the end-to-end QoS requirements of an IMS session need to be signaled along the end-to-end path to be able to provide QoS. Parts of this information are available in the IMS signaling (SIP/SDP), i.e. bandwidth information and to some extent the QoS class, though it is not possible to differentiate between streaming and conversational. More detailed information may be signaled within the access network, e.g. for GPRS by means of the PDP context QoS parameters (QoS class, transfer delay, error rates). However, within the access network the values for the end-to-end path (especially the value for the end-to-end transfer delay) are not signaled. 
It is FFS how the end-to-end QoS values are generated and signaled. In the general case the UE needs to provide such information. For a number of specific services a set of QoS parameters may be standardized and thus already available in the network.

4.4.2
Resource check and IMS session setup
Editor’s Note:
This section is for the investigation of the possibilities to combine the resource check up with the IMS session setup. 

The IMS session setup is based on a clear separation between the IMS session signaling and the allocation of resources. The IMS session setup is started but afterwards set on hold. At this time, both endpoints are responsible for requesting the required resources at least in their access network. The IMS session setup is only successfully finished if both endpoints received sufficient resources. 
For the general end-to-end path a number of possibilities exist at which point in time and under which responsibility the external resources are requested. The external resource request may be coupled with the UMTS internal resource request, i.e. with the PDP context establishment. Both endpoints may be responsible for the resource request for the backbone network. Resources may either be requested by one of the endpoints for both directions or by both endpoints in either sending or receiving direction. 
It is FFS how the responsibility for the resource request is solved and how the UE can detect that the other endpoint is not able to request resources for the backbone network.
4.4.3
Impact of insufficient or unavailable resources
Editor’s Note:
This section is for the investigation of the impacts of insufficient or unavailable resources on the IMS session setup. 

The UE is responsible to decide if the resources that were granted by the network are sufficient for an IMS session. As long as only resources of the access network are taken into account, the UE may either accept insufficient QoS or may try to achieve the desired QoS at a later point in time. However, in case of end-to-end resources some more possibilities exist. Resources may be guaranteed by a backbone network but they also may only be statistically granted. It is also possible that there is no feedback at all from a backbone network on the end-to-end path. Consequently, the UE needs to be able to handle a number of cases with some of them being new, like the case that it is not possible to receive guaranteed external resources at all or the case that QoS becomes insufficient during the IMS session.
4.4.4
Identification of next domain for off-path signaling
Editor’s Note:
This section is for the investigation of solutions to identify the next domain in case of off-path signaling. 

For off-path signaling the next domain needs to be identified by other means than IP routing.
4.4.5
Negotiation and allocation of external resources
Editor’s Note:
This section is for the investigation of impacts coming from the negotiation and allocation of external resources. 

Backbone networks may apply a variety of mechanisms for negotiation and allocation of resources. For instance, a backbone network may support unidirectional as well as bidirectional resource negotiation. Depending on the capabilities of the other endpoint in the IMS session, the usage of such capabilities of backbone networks might allow the provision of end-to-end QoS which otherwise would not be possible.
End of modified section
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