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1. Overall Description:
TSG SA2 would like to thank TSG GERAN for their Reply Liaison Statement on the content of the Session Start message (GP-042279).

SA2 recognizes that, in their previous LS G2-040491, GERAN requested the advice of SA2 about the usefulness of the parameter "indication of the expected time between reception of session start and the commencement of the MBMS Data flow" in the MBMS SESSION START REQUEST message. 

SA2 understands the arguments of GERAN about the importance of the radio resource savings. To solve the problem mentioned by GERAN, two possibilities can be envisaged:  

· EIther, as proposed by GERAN, including an explicit parameter giving an information about the delay between the reception of the MBMS SESSION START REQUEST message and the actual start of the data transfer for that specific session. 

· Or assuming that this delay is implicit.

Indeed, such an information provided in the MBMS SESSION START REQUEST message would mean that it is already known by the CN and in particular by the SM-BC. Therefore, the SM-BC is able to send the MBMS SESSION START REQUEST message only at appropriate time i.e. when it estimates the data transfer will start soon.

The addition of such a parameter in the Session Start would make the RAN implementation more complex (since a timer has to be set and an action has to be triggered at timer expiry), without any benefit in the SM-BC. 

SA2 is in favour of assuming that the delay between the sending of MBMS SESSION START REQUEST message to the RAN and the actual data transfer is long enough to allow notification, counting and radio bearers establishment delays required by the RAN, and short enough to avoid radio resources wasting. 

In the previous Liaison Statement "Response to RAN3 Multicast and Broadcast service info to the RAN" (S2-042300) mentioned by GERAN, it was decided that the Session Start contains explicit information whether session starts for the multicast service or for the broadcast service; but this is independent from the delay between Session Start and acual data transfer. 
2. Actions:

To TSG GERAN

TSG SA2 kindly requests TSG GERAN to take into account that the expected time between reception of session start and the start of the MBMS Data flow is implicit and appropriate as stated above, and that there is no need for the RAN to wait for notification, counting and radio bearers establishment. 
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