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At its ETSI TISPAN#3 meeting (26-30 April, Sophia Antipolis), WG5 (QoS) discussed in detail liaisons from ITU-T SG13 and T1A1 on the subject of mapping between ITU-T and 3GPP QoS classes and traffic descriptors.

TISPAN WG5 recognises finding a satisfactory standardised solution to the problems outlined by SG13 and T1A1 is essential if good quality of service for conversational services is to be achieved in the emerging 3GPP and NGN environment.

WG5 is particularly concerned that it seems that “fixed” networks (including NGNs) will not be able to predict the amount of IP packet jitter that will have been inserted during 3GPP legs of a call. Knowing this is important for the control of total network jitter, the dimensioning of jitter buffers and the control of total network delay.

TISPAN WG5 believes that the harmonisation (at least the mapping) of the two sets of classes as highly desirable. In the shorter term WG5 has identified two possible approaches that could be considered in TISPAN_NGN Release 1 specifications:

· support of both sets of classes (giving ten in all)

· defining an interworking/mapping function(where 3GPP class x would map to ITU-T class y as a call passes from a 3GPP to an NGN domain)

This issue will be discussed further at future WG5 meetings and the subject will be raised at the 3GPP-ETSI TISPAN Workshop (22-23 June, Sophia Antipolis).

ETSI TISPAN WG5 looks forward to co-operating with ITU-T, 3GPP and T1A1 in working towards a satisfactory solution to this important issue and will keep you informed of the progress we make in the resolution of the related issue.
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