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1. Overall Description:

There has been discussion which may indicate uncertainty whether 3GPP should standardize the UE to WLAN connection. SA1 is of the opinion that this connection is standardized by organisations other than 3GPP. A good example is 802.11b which is standardized by the IEEE.

The goal of SA1 is to enable the interworking with WLANs which are “out of the box”, i.e. with WLANs that simply meet the specifications of the SDO which standardizes that WLAN technology.

2. Discussion

Some of the reasons for avoiding such 3GPP standardization of the UE-WLAN connection include: 

a. delay in deployment of I-WLANs, since many WLANs are not under the control of 3GPP operators

b. complications (both of resources required and time to accomplish) that follow when two entities are each standardizing a single interconnection.

SA1 also notes that it is presently clarifying this topic in TS 22.234

WLAN interworking should impose as few requirements as feasible on the UE – WLAN connection as the standardisation work would need to be done in organisations other than 3GPP. It is desirable to enable the easy use of WLANs as I-WLANs for provision of 3GPP services.
3. Actions:

To SA2 and CN1 groups.

ACTION: 


SA1 kindly requests that SA2 and CN1 note that it is the view of SA1 that the UE – WLAN connection is not standardized by 3GPP. 
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