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1. Overall Description:

SA1 is considering a requirement on notifying WLAN UEs of I-WLAN access points that are in their vicinity. Due to the issue of battery life and hence user experience, SA1 found this topic interesting enough to address it to RAN WG2. Topics for motivating a non-scanning of WLAN APs all the time, seem to include

- Power consumption

- Small coverage area of WLAN hot spots

- Lack of mobility management scheme in WLAN

For a WLAN UE that is equipped with both WLAN and 3GPP radio interfaces, SA1 wonders whether 3GPP radio access network (e.g. UTRAN) may help the WLAN UE to find and access an I-WLAN e.g. by sending relevant information about I-WLANs to the WLAN UE though UTRAN. 

 SA1 then wonders whether for instance a cell based broadcasting (e.g. SIB) may be used for information delivery. In this case, information of WLAN within the cell will be broadcasted. The WLAN UE could then turn off its WLAN radio interface completely in a cell which has no I-WLAN. And it may perform periodic WLAN scan when it gets information about I-WLAN in a certain cell.
Possibly the UTRAN assisted information could also be valuable in speedily selecting the most appropriate I-WLAN for that subscriber.

2. Actions:

To RAN2 group.
ACTION: 
SA1 would like RAN2 to review this issue and advise SA1 of possible solutions and if they can be implemented within the Rel-6 time-frame.
3. Date of Next TSG-SA1 Meetings:
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10th – 14th May 2004  


Shenzhen, China ZTE 
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28th June – 02nd July 2004  
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Europe, European friends of 3G
