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1. Overall Description:

RAN2 and RAN3 discussed handling of PMM idle-RRC connected users again in a joint session during the meeting #40.  RAN3 would like to inform SA2 that a new working assumption was reached during the meeting on optimising the handling for these Iu-cs only connected users which revised. 

Note: 
This would mean in fact to disregard information given by RAN2 in S2-040012/R2-032707 “Handling of MBMS UEs in RRC-connected, PMM-IDLE state” and by RAN3 in S2-040015/R3-031874    'Answer LS on Handling of MBMS UEs in RRC-connected, PMM-IDLE state'”
As per the new working assumption agreed during the joint session, instead of a full list of MBMS service list being provided using RRC signalling, only a flag indicating that the user has joined at least one MBMS service is used.  This can for example be done in the RRC Initial Direct Transfer message when an Iu-cs connection is established.

The RNC can then invoke a connectionless query via Iu towards the SGSN to obtain the MBMS service list that the user has joined but only for those UEs that have set the flag without the need to bring the UE into PMM-Connected.  This could be done typically when the RNC receives the Common-Id from the MSC after the Iu-cs connection towards the MSC is established.

An example message flow is given below to clarify the proposal (not finalised yet):
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This proposal was considered an optimisation of the earlier RAN2 proposal as it removes the need to signal the full MBMS Service list from the UE and hence reduces radio interface signalling.

The Iu signalling option also eliminates any risk of abuse by UEs providing the wrong MBMS service list to the RNC.  

Handling Iu-flex was also discussed in relation to this proposal.  RAN3 identified the need to also include, in the RRC Signalling (e.g. RRC-Initial Direct Transfer to establish the CS-connection) towards the RNC the NRI required to select the SGSN at least for those UEs that have set the MBMS joined flag. This was agreed in principle during the joint meeting.

Handling new MBMS multicast service activations during an ongoing CS session can be handled as normal for PMM connected users as the UE has to set up a session towards the PS domain to join an MBMS service.

The MBMS service list is deleted when the UE moves to RRC idle and the UE context in the RNC is removed.

2. Actions:

RAN3 would like to ask SA2 to review the new proposal and to update TS 23.246 accordingly if they don’t see any major issue with the outlined proposal and to inform RAN2 and RAN3 about their decision.

3. Date of Next TSG-RAN3 Meetings:

TSG-RAN3 Meeting #41
16th – 20th February 2004
Malaga, Spain

TSG-RAN3 Meeting #42
10th – 14th May 2004
Montreal (tbc), Canada
_1135747029.doc
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