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It is proposed to add following text in the IP flow-based charging TR 23.825.

Annex B: IMS and Flow based Charging 

Flow based Charging offers other ways that IMS service may be charged. Considering this, we need to study the usage of Flow Bearer Charging in relation to IMS.

The following needs to be studied:

1. Flow based Charging needs to provide a solution to the issues solved by Rel5 IMS correlation, considering issues such as backwards compatibility.

2. It needs to be clarified whether having multiple filters provided to the GGSN (over Go and Gx) is an issue (and if it is, it needs to be resolved).

3. How charging rules can be applied to the SIP signalling used for IMS session control

B.1 IMS SIP signalling

This section studies how flow based charging can be applied to the IMS signalling used for IMS session control.

It is to be noted though that the SIP signalling itself could carry different type of information that may be charged differently (e.g. SIP Session Invites, IMS messaging, etc.).

Possible ways to charge SIP at the bearer level could consist of:

· Applying pre-configured static rules in the TPF

· Requesting charging rules from the CRF 

· Updating charging for the IMS signalling charging rules based specific triggers (e.g. time of day, modification of the session parameters, etc.) for a given user. 

Note: the usage of the signalling indication needs to be further studied with respect to Flow based Charging.
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