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1 Introduction

This document very briefly analyses possible solutions to enable IMS based access to location information. At SA2 #36, S2-034171 proposed to re-use the Presence architecture to enable access to location information from clients using a IMS public user identity as the form of identifying the target mobile. In the proposal it mandates the use of the Presence architecture, i.e. Presence Server/Network Agent. 

Vodafone see a need to keep Presence and Location Services as 2 distinct services in IMS in specifications, with an option to co-locate both functions into a single physical entity. However, the stage 3 details for location services in IMS may re-use existing Presence methods with the careful use of Initial Filter Criteria to ensure the correct service entity is addressed. An example of this can be seen below (not using standardised terminology). An implementation of this can be seen in S2-033589.
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Figure 1. Example showing re-use of stage 3 methods but IFC separating requests

Other issues that need to be considered:

· Ensure the richness provided by the existing Le/Lr interfaces are retained

· Ensure same level or enhanced levels of user privacy

Any solution will require the same level of detailed information, as is currently specified in TS 23.271, to be transported from client to the home location server of the target subscriber.

In addition where Presence is used to access location information, there must be careful consideration of access rights to the location information. Take for example a watcher subscribing to all presence information of a presentity (including location information), it is possible for the watcher to obtain this information without the knowledge of the presentity thereby infringing privacy laws of some countries. It may become likely that subscribing to all presence information will not include location information where it needs to be specifically requested.

2 Proposal/Conclusion

Vodafone seek the opinion of SA2 as to whether Presence should be mandated as the access mechanism for location information in IMS, given some of the considerations detailed above. 
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