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*** FIRST AND ONLY CHANGE ***

E.2.2.1
Relation of IMS media components and PDP contexts carrying IMS media

The relation between IMS media components and PDP contexts carrying IMS media may be controlled by the IMS network on media component level in the following way:

The P-CSCF indicates to the UE that a separate PDP Context is required for each IMS media component indicated.The P-CSCF shall apply and maintain the same policy to separate specific media components into separate PDP Contexts during a session. If a media component is added during the session, the new decision on the separation for the media components shall not contradict any former decisions. For mobile originating sessions the P-CSCF shall apply the policy to the initial offer to ensure identical decisions for different answers, e.g. a media component not required to use a separate PDP Context initially, shall not later require a separate PDP Context (e.g. in case of subsequent answers received due to forking).

· If the UE receives such an indication for a media component, it shall open a separate PDP Context for this media component. If the UE receives no such indication for a media component, the UE makes the decision whether to open a separate PDP Context or modify an existing PDP Context for this media component. 

· The criteria and information for setting this indication is determined by local policy in the network where the P-CSCF is located.

Note: the bearer charging capabilities of the P-CSCF's network, and the capabilities of deployed UEs should be taken into account when defining such policies in the visited IMS network operator's domain. Networks that have IP-flow level bearer charging capabilities are not expected to require use of such policies.
· The IMS network shall have the capability to transfer the media component level indication described above to the UE. It shall be possible to transfer this media component level information in SIP/SDP signaling upon session initiation and addition of media component(s) to active IMS sessions.

If the P-CSCF’s network operator does not have media component groupping policies defined in its network, then media components from different IMS sessions may be carried within the same PDP Context.
All associated IP flows (such as e.g. RTP / RTCP flows) used by the UE to support a single media component are assumed to be carried within the same PDP context.
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